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WE cannot make a more profitable use of our Biographical department, at the pres- 
ent time, especially to that most interesting class of our readers, the young, than 
by inserting the account of Miss Van Wyck, which appeared in the Christian’s 


Magazine for May last. 


DEATH OF MISS VAN WYCK. 


Diep, March 23d, in the twen- 
tieth year of her life, Eniza 
Van Wyck, only surviving 
danchter of the late TuHeopo- 
rus Van Wyck, of the city of 
New York. 

She. possessed uncommon 
Strength of understanding, and 
maturity of judgment. Her 
mind was cultivated by an ex- 
cellent education, and richly fur- 
nished with useful knowledge 
from reading and observation. 
Though thus qualified to shine 


in the world, her affections were 


early drawn out, after a better 
country, even an heavenly. 
From her childhood she dis. 
played a serious, reflecting dis. 
position, and paid an unusually 
Strict attention to the external 
duties of religion. She scrupu- 
lously observed the Sabbath, 
regularly waited upon God in 
public worship, read the Bible 
at least once every day: and 
morning and evening repeated 
the prayers she had been taught. 
At the age of eleven, a change 
Vou.IIl. New Series. 


took place in her views of prayer, 
which not only proved that she 
was under the guidance of an 
almighty and gracious Friend, 
but also, through his blessing, 
contributed greatly to make herin 
the end savingly acquainted with 
him, as the beloved of her soul. 
Her parents going to Europe, on 
account of her father’s health, 
placed her at a boarding-school 
in Newark. One evening, soon 
after they had left her, she had 
repeated her prayers as usual, 
and got into bed: when reflect. 
ing on the exercise in which she 
had been engaged, the. thought 
was forcibly impressed upon her 
inind, that the form of prayer 
she had used, did not convey all 
the desires and petitions with 
which her heart was then filled. 
She reasoned with herself in this 
pertinent and just manner, ‘‘God 
has given me the faculty of ex- 
pressing my feelings and wants: 
why not use it in making them 
known to him in my own words?”’ 
The reasoning was conclusive te 
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her mind: She arose from her 
bed, fell on her knees, and for 
the first time in her life, prayed 
with the understanding and the 
heart, as well as with the lips. 
Ever‘afterwards, in all her ap- 
proaches to the throne of grace, 
she poured forth her desires to 
her heavenly Father, as theSpirit 
gave her utterance. In the en. 
joyment of this privilege she 
spent much of her time, embrac- 
ing every opportunity she could, 
without attracting notice, to re- 
tire to her closet for that pur- 
pose. 

So correct were her views of 
the manner in which the Sabbath 
ought to be sanctified, and so 
strong her sense of duty, at 
fourteen, that she resolutely, 
though respectfully, reproved a 
near friend, for reading newspa- 
pers or profane history on that 
day, or attending to his worldly 
afiairs. 

During her only sister’s indis- 
position, she was extremely de- 
sirous to have her apprised of 
her danger, that she might pre. 
pare for the issue; being fully 
convinced the welfare of the soul 
was of infinitely more conse- 
quence than any injury the body 
might sustain from such notice. 
Her sister’s death, which hap- 
pened when she was sixteen, fill- 
ed her soul with the deepest sor- 
row. It excited the most seri- 
ous reflections about her own 
mortality, and the necessity of 
being ready when her Master 
Should come. KL ver after, she 
was reluctant to engage in any 
Scenes of levity. With ample 
means and temptations to enjoy 
largely of the pleasures of this 
world, she could not relish them, 
fascinating as they are to the gay 


and thoughtless. She has often 


Juty, 


said latterly, that when solicited 
to partake of them, she could not 
help thinking there was a better 
portion for her. [fer mind was 
powerfully drawn to the contem. 
plation of a heavenly country, 
She therefore felt no satisfaction 
in the vanities of this world, 
which are perishing. Iler de. 
sires grasped some substantial 
good, some solid comfort, on 
which her precious, never-dying 
soul, could rest with safety. 

Notwithstanding this increas. 
ed seriousness of mind, and dis. 
relish for worldly pleasures, her 
views of the truth as it isin Je. 
sus, did not become truly evan. 
gelical, tillabout a year after the 
death of her sister. At that pe- 
riod, returning from a visit to 
some friends in the country, she 
was suddenly seized with a spit. 
ting of blood. She then consid. 
ered herself appointed to die of 
the same disease which had taken 
her sister away. To use her 
own words, when relating the 
incident some time afterwards, 
** It seemed,’ said she, ‘* as if 
God then touched my body, and 
it withered; but he at the same 
time touched my soul, and it 
lived. Then I began earnestly 
to cry within me, What shall I 
do to be saved?” 

She now felt herself a lost, 
ruined, condemned sinner; and 
most earnestly sought to secure 
an interest in Christ, as the pro- 
pitiation for sin, and the surety 
for sinners. From this period, 
she became a humble suppliant 
at the throne of grace, for a free 
and sovereign pardon of her sins. 
Like the Syrophenician woman, 
she realized her unworthiness, 
but persevered in secking a bles- 
sing at the hand of her Savior. 


Her thisst after. the one thing 
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needful, became unquenchable 
and abidiog. She searched for 
it as hidden treasure, and was 
willing to sell all that she had 
for this pearl of great price. 

During the following winter 
she became desirous of falfilling 
Christ’s dying command, ‘* Do 
this in remembrance of me.”’ In 
the first interview her pastor had 
with her, he found her doubtful 
about her fitness for attending 
that ordinance; but manifesting 
very strong evidences of a sin- 
cere trust in the blood of Christ, 
for acceptance with God. She 
considered the assurance of faith, 
as the requisite qualification for 
admission to the Lord’s Supper. 
Being convinced, however, in 
subsequent conversations, that 
such assurance is consequent on 
faith, and not faith itself; and 
feeling a humble hope that she 
had chosen Christ as her all, 
though fearful he had not re. 
ceived her, she resolved to obey 
his commandment the first op- 
portunity which offered. In 
the adorable providence of God, 
however, she was prevented by 
the rupture of a blood vessel 
in her lungs, which suddenly 
brought her to the brink of the 
grave. 

During her sickness, which en- 
sued, and continued for the space 
of twelve months, she manifested 
the power of the grace of God, 
in the most remarkable manner. 
She was occasionally visited with 
doubts about her own state; but 
they evidently proceeded from 
her anxious solicitude to feel the 
full assurance of faith, and from 
a mistake which is not uncom. 
mon, that lively emotions of joy 
constitute an essential evidence 
of an interest in Christ. At the 
very time, hewever, when she 
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experienced these doubts, she en» 
joyed comfort, aud was enabled 
to roll her burden, as a poor 
sinner, on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

These doubts being removed, 
by different details of Scripture 
truths, at different times, she 
seemed to enjoy real peace in 
believing, a long time before her 
death. ‘The depressions of mind 
she afterwards experienced, were 
such as are common toall be. 
lievers, at certain seasons, or 
proceeded directly from the ef- 
fects of au all-chilling and pros- 
trating disease. 

Throughout the yhole of her 
illness, lingering afd afilictive 
as it was, her covenant God 
strengthened her. . She display. 
ed an unshaken trust in the 
blood of her Savior, and un- 
common patience under her tri- 
a]. She would not acknowl. 
edge that she suiiered any thing, 
but made constant mention of 
the goodness of the Lord to her. 

Respecting the final issue of 
her sickness, she appeared to 
have no will of her own; but 
uniformly expressed her acqui- 
escence in the divine will. A- 
bout a month before her death, 
being asked if she did not long 
to be gone? No, she replied, J 
am not sohighasthat. She was 
then asked, If she was not so 
tried by sufferings as to wish 
them at an end? No, said she, I 
an: not 80 sow as that. 

A deep sense of the important 
duty of sincerity, both in words 
and actions, made her habitually 
cautious not to express, at any 
time, more than she really felt. 


This had, from her earliest years, 
regulated her intercourse with 
her companions and acquaint- 
ances, to a very great and lauda- 
ble degree: and itindaced her te 
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be less communicative of her re- 
ligious experience, than was ex- 
pected by those who best knew 
her. She never spoke of her- 
self,.and of the state of her 
mind, even to her best and most 
intimate friends, without cau- 
tion, and a fear of appearing 
ostentatious. When she was 
coustrained at last to utter her 
testimony to the work of grace 
ip her soul, it was not without 
expressing her desire frequently, 
and praying most earnestly, to 
be delivered from vain-glorious 
motives and feelings, aud tu be 
permitted to say nothing but 
what might promote the glory of 
God, and the real good of her fel- 
low creatures, 

Some months previous to her 
decease, being advised by an ac. 
quaintance, to divert her mind 
by reading some light, amusing 
works, such as biography, pleas- 
ant histories, and the like; **My 
mind,’? she properly and perti- 
nently replied, ** can feel no inter- 
est in any his ory but that which 
relatestothe kingdom ofthe bless. 
ed Redeemer.’? What pleasure 
could such works have atiorded 
her? They did not exhibit a Sav- 
ior’s love, or a Savior’s all-suffi- 
ciency; they did not unfold the 
promises of the gospel, or the 
hopes of glory. A dying Chris. 
tian resort to such sources to 
divert the mind! <A worldiing 
cannot find in them the happi- 
ness which his soul needs! How 
then can a Christian, on the bor. 
ders of eternity? # 

About a month before her 


* We recommend to the reader, a let- 
ter of the pious Mr. Hervey, on this sub- 
ject. Itisin Vol. vi. Letter 56, of the 
1Ymo. edition of his Works, and in the 
Svo. Vol, vi, Letter 170. 


Jury, 


death, she had experienced a very 
severe turn of coughing, in which 
she expected to be suffucated, 
On relating the circumstance to 
her mother, the next morning, 
she told her, that she had, in this 
instance, realized what her sen. 
sations would be in the hour of 
death. ‘* | find by that experi. 
ence,’’ said she, ** that death has 
lost its sting with respect to me, 
Its near approach seemed to ex. 
cite no terrors in my miad.”’ 

About a fortnight after that, 
she felt much gratification in hav. 
ing her mother to sit up withher 
all night; as it afforded her an 
opportunity of having a long, 
uninterrupted conversation with 
her alone. She improved it, in 
conversing about her approach. 
ing death aud burial, and her 
hope beyond the grave. She 
entered minutely into a number 
of particulars relative to her fu. 
neral,&c She named the young 
gentlemen whom she wished to 
be her pall-bearers; spoke of 
several things to be done after her 
decease: all with extraordiwary 
composure, presence of mind, 
and discretion. In orderto con- 
sole her weeping mother, she 
said to her, ** My dear mamma, 
when you see my body carried 
away to the grave, only think 
thar my soul is in heaven with 
my Redeemer: we shall soon meet 
there.’”’ With many similar re- 
flections she endeavored to ad- 
minister consolation to her, and 
dry her tears, 

The night afterwards, she had 
an opportunity of being many 
hours alone with a young female 
friend, who had for some time, 
chiefly through her instrumen- 
tality, been under very serious 
exercises, about the one thing 
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necdful, and appeared hopef ully 
acyuainted wiih the truth, She 
addressed her as folluws ;: 

66S , whenever I look at 
you, and compare your present 
with you former state, [ cannot 
but feel how good God has been 
toyou. You once thought your 
only happiness was to be found 
in the world. How thankful 
ought you to be, that Gud has 
been pleased, in his infinite mer- 
cy, to call you out of a world 
that lieth in wickedness. Con- 
tinue to press forward. Beware 
of drawing back. The most im- 
portant advice thai I can give 
you, ts, to go often to your Sav- 
ior. Put all your dependence on 
Him. Don’t trust to sclf-right- 
eousness; but to the righteous. 
ness of that Redeemer who died 
for you, and on whose merits 
alone you must rest for salva- 
tion View him stretched on the 
cross; andask your heart if you 
can refuse to give yourself whol- 
ly up to him who suilered so 
much for yoursake. Difficulties 
and doubts proceed from unbe- 
lief. Banish them from your 
mind, and trust to the promises. 
What the Lord has begun in 
you, he will complete. Seek for 
companions those who love the 
Lord. Read your Bible fre- 
quently. Be constant in private 
devotion. The Lord will hear 
your prayers and biess you. 
Should you be attentive to all 
these things which I have recom. 
mended, | hope, by the grace of 
God, to meet you at the bar of 
judgment, and receive with you 
the sentence of ** Well done,” 
&c.; but if you neglect them, 
Oh § ! how awful will be 
the other sentence, ** Depart ye 
cursed,’’ &c. 


On the 18th March, she said 








to two young female relatives, 
who came. to see her: ‘** This 
mo:ning | had a very ill turn; I 
did not expect to see you again 
in this world; 1 thought I 
should soon be with my Re. 
deemer. I have put all my trust 
in the blessed Jesus. He has 
supported me hitherto; and [ 
know he will support me to the 
very last; aod will never leave 
nor fursake me. Jf recommend 
to you not to go much into the 
world You need not expect to 
Jind happiness there; it ts in vain 
lu (ry. Kindeavor to have the 
Savior for your friend; seek the 
Lord while he may be found. 
Don’t put off the one thing need- 
ful to a dying hour, or a sick 
bed. You may not then have 
suflicient time or strength grant. 
ed you. Remember, now és the 
accepted time; now ts the day of 
salvation; youth is the time to 
serve the Lord.’? As she finish. 
ed this last sentence, she appear. 
ed exhausted, and ceased, 

On Monday evening, 19th 
March, being under the impres- 
sion that her end was near, she 
requested, that all the family, and 
her friends in the house, should 
be called intoher room. After 
mentioning to them that she was 
about to die, and would soon be 
with her dear Redeemer, she be- 
gan to make some very aflecting 
and interesting observations to 
those around her bed, when she 
was insensibly drawn into a very 


solemn address to the throne of | 


grace; to the beauty and effect 
of which, it is impossible te do 
justice. She therein thanked the 
Father of Mercies, for having 
noticed such a sinful worm as 
herself, and called her from dark- 
ness to tight. She adored and 
blessed her dear Redeemer, for 
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be less communicative of her re- 
ligious experience, than was ex- 
pected by those who best knew 
her. She never spoke of her- 
self,, and of the state of her 
mind, even to her best and most 
intimate friends, without cau- 
tion, and a fear of appearing 
ostentatious. When she was 
constrained at last to utter her 
testimony to the work of grace 
in her soul, it was not without 
expressing her desire frequently, 
and praying most earnestly, to 
be delivered from vain-glorious 
motives and feelings, aud tu be 
permitted tu say nothing but 
what might promote the glory of 
God, and the real good of her fel- 
low creatures, 

Some months previous to her 
decease, being advised by an ac. 
quaintance, to divert ber mind 
by reading some light, amusing 
works, such as biography, pleas. 
ant histories, and the like; **My 
mind,’’? she properly and perti- 
nently replied, ** can feel no inter- 
est in any his ory but that which 
relatestothe kingdom ofthe bless. 
ed Redeemer.’? What pleasure 
could such works have afiorded 
her? They did not exhibit a Sav- 
jor’s tove, or a Savior’s all-suffh- 
ciency; they did not unfold the 
promises of the gospel, or the 
hopes of glory. A dying Chris. 
tian resort to such sources to 
divert the mind! A worldiing 
cannot find in them the happi- 
ness which his soul needs! How 
then can a Christian, on the bor. 
ders of eternity? * 

About a month before her 


* We recommend to the reader, a let- 
ter of the pious Mr. Hervey, on this sub- 
ject. Itisin Vol. vi. Letter 56, of the 
12mo. edition of his Works, and in the 
S$vo. Vol. vi, Letter 170. 


Jury, 


death, she had experienced a very 
severe turn of coughing, in which 
she expected to be suffucated, 
On relating the circumstance to 
her mother, the next morning 
she told her, that she had, in this 
instance, realized what her sen. 
sations would be in the hour of 
death. ‘* | find by that experi. 
ence,’’ said she, ** that death has 
lost its sting with respect to me, 
[ts near approach seemed to ex. 
cite no terrors in my miad.”’ 

About a fortnight after that, 
She felt much gratification in hav. 
ing her mother to sit up withher 
all might; as it aflorded her an 
opportunity of having a long, 
uninterrupted conversation with 
her alone. She improved it, in 
conversing about her approach. 
ing death aud burial, and her 
hope beyond the grave. She 
entered minutely into a number 
of particulars relative to her fu. 
neral, &c She named the young 
gentlemen whom she wished to 
be her pall-bearers; spoke of 
several things to be done after her 
decease: all with extraordiuary 
composure, presence of mind, 
and discretion. In orderto con. 
sole her weeping mother, she 
said to her, ** My dear mamma, 
when you see my body carried 
away to the grave, only think 
thar my soul is in heaven with 
my Redeemer: we shall soon meet 
there.’ With many similar re- 
flections she endeavored to ad- 
minister consolation to her, and 
dry her tears, 

The night afterwards, she had 
an opportunity of being many 
hours alone with a young female 
friend, who had for some time, 
chiefl, through her instrumen- 
tality, been under very serious 
exercises, about dhe one thing 
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needful, and appeared hopefully 
acyuainted wiih the truth, She 
addressed her as follows ; 

66S , whenever I look at 
you, and compare your present 
with you former state, [ cannot 
but feel how good God has been 
toyou. You once thought your 
only happiness was to be found 
in the world. How thankful 
ought you to be, that God has 
been pleased, in his infinite mer- 
cy, to call you out of a world 
that lieth in wickedness. Con- 
tinue to press forward. Beware 
of drawing back. ‘The most im- 
portant advice thai I can give 
you, ts, to go often to your Sav. 
ior. Put all your dependence on 
Him. Don’t trust to sclf-right- 
eousness; but to the righteous. 
ness of that Redeemer who died 
for you, and on whose merits 
alone you must rest for salva- 
tion View him stretched on the 
cross; and ask your heart if you 
can refuse to give yourself whol- 
ly up to him who suilered so 
much for yoursake. Diflicuities 
and doubts proceed from unbe- 
lief. Banish them from your 
mind, and trust to the promises. 
What the Lord has begun in 
you, he will complete. Seek for 
companions those who love the 





Lord. Read your Bible fre- 
quently. Be constant in private 
devotion. The Lord will hear 


your prayers and bless you. 
Should you be attentive to all 
these things which I have recom- 
mended, | hope, by the grace of 
God, to meet you at the bar of 
judgment, and receive with you 
the sentence of ** Well done,” 
&c.; but if you neglect them, 
Oh § ! how awful will be 
the other sentence, ** Depart ye 
cursed,’’ &c, 


On the isth March, she said 
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to two young female relatives, 
who came. to see her: ‘* This 
mo:ning | had a very ill turn; I 
did not expect to see you again 
in this world; 1 thought I 
Should soon be with my Re. 
deemer. I have put all my trust 
in the blessed Jesus. He has 
supported me hitherto; and I 
know he will support me to the 
very last; and will never leave 
nor forsake me. J recommend 
to you not to go much into the 
world You need not expect to 
Jind happiness there; it ts in vain 
tv iry. Endeavor to have the 
Savior for your friend; seek the 
Lord while he may be found. 
Von’t put off the one thing need- 
ful to a dying hour, or a sick 
bed. You may not then have 
sullicient time or strength grant- 
ed you. Remember, now és the 
accepted time; now ts the day of 
salvation; youth is the time to 
serve the Lord.’’ As she finish. 
ed this last sentence, she appear. 
ed exhausted, and ceased. 

On Monday evening, 19th 
March, being under the impres- 
sion that her end was near, she 
requested, that ail the family, and 
her friends in the house, should 
be called intoher room. After 
mentioning to them that she was 
about to die, and would soon be 
with her dear Redeemer, she be- 
gan to make some very afiecting 
and interesting observations to 
those around her bed, when she 
was inusensibly drawn into a very 
solemn address to the throne of 
grace; to the beauty and effect 
of which, it is impossible to do 
justice. She therein thanked the 
Father of Mercies, for having 
noticed such a sinful worm as 
herself, and called her from dark- 
ness to ‘ight.. She adored and 
blessed her dear Redeemer, for 
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having suffered and died for her 
salvation. She praised the Holy 
Spirit, the blessed Comforter, for 
having applicd to her soul the 
benefits of the redemption pur- 
chased by the blood of Christ. 
She implored the blessing of 
Hfeaven on her dear, dear pa- 
rents; that they might walk hand 
in hand the road to Zion. She 
prayed that the Lord would re- 
ward her dear, dear pastor, for 
his kindness to her; strengthen 
him in his work; make him suc- 
cessful in winning souls to Christ; 
that he might be abundantly 
blessed in his person and family, 
and receive a rich reward. She 
prayed for all her dear fricnds; 
that her death might be sanctifi- 
ed to them; partecularly to her 
gay young acquaintance in the 
world, and to all that should 
hear of her name. And those 
poor blacks of the family, said 
she, with much emphasis, O 
Lord, have pity on their souls! 
She then thanked God for hav- 
ing given her so much strength; 
and pleaded for the support of 
her blessed Savior, to carry her 
safely through the dark valley. 
She prayed that God would en- 
able her to give a faithful testi- 
mony to the riches of his grace 
manifested in her behalf. Being 
then much exhausted, she inclin- 
ed to rest. 

In the evening, to a friend 
who came to see her, she said, 
‘© J don’t know that [ shall live 
to see another day; Lam going 
to an unknown world; but lam 
happy.’’ After inc uiring what 
day of the week if*wws, and be. 
ing informed that it was Mon. 


day, she observed to this friend, 


that the sacrament uf the Lord’s 
supper had been administered in 
the church to which he belong- 


Jury, 


ed, the day before; and that she 
understood he had on that day 
openly joined God’s people. 
Well, said she, persevere; press 
forward; you'll receive a rich 
reward; we have been friends 
this long time; I part with you 
now; but f trust we shall soon 
meet around the throne of God. 

She desired to be affectionate. 
ly remembered to several friends, 
whom she could not have an op. 
portunity of seeing before she 
died; and sent particular mes. 
sages to them; adding, tell them 
this is my dying advice. Her 
recommendations were remarka- 
bly judicious, impressive, and 
edifying. ‘The general tendency 
of them was, to call their serious 
attention to the one thing need- 
Jul; warn them of the vanity 
and deceitfulness of worldly 
pleasures, and urge the impor- 
tance of being early devoted to 
the service of God. 

During the night, she repeat. 
ed, at intervals, the following 
Psalms and Hymns, or parts of 
them: 

Watts’ 17th Psalm. 
‘Lord, 1 am thine, but thou wilt prove.” 
39th Psalm, 3d part 
** God of my life, look gently down.” 
5ist Psalm, ist part 
** Show pity, Lord, Gh Lord forgive.” 
92d Psilm, ist purt 
**Sweet is the work, my God, my King.” 
17th Hymn, 1st Book 
** Oh, for an overcoming faith.” 
31st Hymn, 2d Book. 
** Why should I start and fear to die.” 
66th Hymn, 2d Book. 

** There is a land of pure delight ” 


Newton, 75th Olney Hymns, 2d Book. 
“«* My soul, this curious house of clay.’ 


She seemed particularly fond 
of repeating, and dwelling on, 
the following lines: 


Jesus can make a dying bed, 
As soft as downy pillows are; 
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Whilst on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly 
there.” 


On Wednesday evening, 21st 
March, she began to repeat the 
first lines of Watts’ 17th Hymn, 
Ist Book: 


*€ Oh for an overcoming faith, 
‘To cheer my dying hours, 


To triumph o’er the monster death, 
, 199 


And all his frightful pow’rs ! 
She then asked her mother to 
read the remainder for her. Af- 
ter hearing the last lines, 


‘Who makes us conqu’rors while we die, 
Through Christ, our living head,” 


she raised her eyes towards heav- 
en, and, fervently smiling, said, 
with much expression; | de in 
Christ, our living head. After 
a pause of a few minutes, she 
raised her head and satd; [shall 
soon be with my dear Savior, 
She then made great efforts to 
speak, and called on her Savior, 
to enable hertodoit. Mamma, 
said she, don’t you think, if the 
physician was here, he could 
give me somcthing to strengthen 
me, that I might speak once 
more, Her mamma replied, that if 
the Lord had any thing more for 
her to say, he would give her 
strength. So he will, said she; 
but the means! She then called 
on her blessed Jesus to assist her 
once more; and added, not my 
will, but thine be done. She 
then desired all the family to be 
called, and asked to be support- 
ed by two persons. After rest- 
ing some time, she said, ‘* Take 
the Lord for your shepherd.” 
Being unable to continue, she 
said, ** 1 have no more strength 
to speak to you. Look at me!” 

Sometime afterwards, being 
visited by a friend, for whose 
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salvation, she felt much intercst- 
ed, as he approached her bed- 
side, she said to him: The hand 
of death is upon me; Oh that L 
could make every body feel the 
importance of preparing for 
death! Make your preparation 
now, while you have health and 
strength. Don’t put it off toa 
dying hour! What should [ do 
now, had I not an interest in the 
Redeemer? Remember, lauda- 
num will not always do; but the 
blessed Jesus, He will stand by 
you to the last! Read your Bi- 
ble; goon your knees and pray 
tothe Lord; He never rejected a 
sin-sick soul. 

As this friend was about to 
take his leave of her, she said: 
The Lord bless you with many 
temporal) and spiritual blessings. 
Farewell. 

In the night, her mother ask- 
ed her if she felt much pain: She 
replied, O, no: blessed be the 
Lord Jesus, who has smoothed 
my bed. 

On Thursday morning, about 
six o’clock, she said: Blessed 
Jesus, receive my spirit. ‘The 
phlegm then rising in her throat 
and oppressing her, she said; 
now [am going; come all and 
kiss me; goud-bye. She then 
desired that all in the house 
should be called into her room. 
She requested every one to give 
her a parting kiss. ‘‘ l expect,” 
said she, ‘*to meet you all 
around our heavenly Father’s 
throne, where we shall join in 
singing praises to all eternity. 
Why weep for me? I am happy. 
Blessed Jesus! how good hast 
thou been to me, in continuing 
to me the use of my reason, and 
giving me strength to speak till 
my dying hour. Oh how easy 


to dicin the Lord! The prospect 
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of heaven, how glorious!’ She 
then requested that the servants 
should come and hear her dying 
words; not forgetting the Poor 
Cripple, as she called the lame 
young negro boy; who very re- 
spectfully went and kissed her 
hand, and received her last ad- 
vice and blessing, with tears in 
his eyes. She recommended to 
the servants, fidelity to their 
master and mistress, obedience 
to their parents; and also urged 
them to love the Lord, and make 
him their friend and portion; in 
doing which, they would be hap- 
py here and hereafter. 

During this crisis, she several 
times repeated, O death. where 
as thy sting! O grave, where is 
thy victory! She would often 
say: Oh what a kind Savior! 
See how he supports me. How 
good he is to give me strength! 
Oh that the Lord would enable 
you all to be as happy in your 
death as Tam; and that we might 
all meet together in heaven to 
sing eternal praises to his name. 
Blessed Jesus! give me comfort; 
give me rest in thee! 

Taking her mother by the 
hand and receiving her affection- 
ate embrace, Oh my dear, dear 
mother, said she, God bless you! 
farewell. And you, my dear 
papa, (come and kiss me!) Oh, 
take good care of my dear moth. 
er; comfort her when Lam gone; 
be kind to her; make her happy. 
I would say more to youall, but 
my strength fails me; now I am 
ready, waiting for the Spirit. 

About eleven o’clock that 
morning, having struggled in 
vain for a considerable time to 
raise the phlegm in her throat, 
she at last seemed to sink under 
her repeated efforts, and uttered 
a deep groan: but instantly re- 


collecting herself, she exclaimed; 
What’s that for! as if reproving 
herself for uttering an expression 
of complaint. Shortly after. 
wards, looking at a friend, she 
said; Lt is the Lord: His will be 
done. 

In the evening, being much 
oppressed by the phlegm, and 
incapabie of raising it, she said; 
Mamma, I am going instantly. 
Her mother said to her, You are 
ready, my dear child, are you 
not? Oh yes, she replied witha 
smile. A Christian friend then 
said to her; My dear, the Lord 
has enabled you, by his grace, to 
give an ample testimony to the 
reality of the Christian religion. 
You can no longer speak to his 
glory. lle is nuw calling you 
to the trial of his faith and pa. 
tience, by suffering his will. It 
was with difficulty she articu- 
lated her reply; I am willing to 
suffer. A little afterwards she 
said: Come Lord Jesus, come 
quickly. 

On Friday . morning, 23d 
March, about one o’clock, her 
mother asked her, if she was go. 
ing? Yes, said she. Are you 
happy? Yes, she answered, my 
work is done. At two o’clock, 
she desired that all in the house 
shouid be called into her room. 
She wished to speak again to ev- 
ery one for the last time: but 
was only able to express by her 
looks what passed in her mind. 


She cast her heaven. beaming 


eyes on her weeping mother, and 
took hold of her hand; then 
turning her eyes on her papa, 
and giving him her other hand; 
it is impossible to describe the 
scene that ensued. 

Some minutes afterwards, 
while the following lines were 
read to her; 
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<¢ Oh if my Lord would come and meet, 
My soul should stretch her wings in haste, 
Fly fearless through death’s iron gate, 
Nor feel the terrors as she pass’d:” 


she raised her hands and her eyes 
towards heaven, and gave sucha 
look of eagerness and joy, as 


4 words could but faintly express. 
~~ She had been very desirous of 


saying something to a female at- 
~* tendant, who had waited on her 
~» for some days in her Jast illness; 
> but for want of strength, or want 
~) of opportunity, was prevented 
~ from so doing; at length, seeing 
> her stand at the foot of her bed, 
she, after much effort, was ena- 
bled to say; ‘** Ask, and it shall 
be given;’ ‘* Seek, and you 
shall find.” 

Within a few minutes of her 
death, she distinctly articulated 
the following broken sentences: 
Rejoice, l am happy; Iam sup. 
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ported; I fear no eyil; I shall 
not want; I am supported to thé 
end; Receive my spirit; Come 
quickly: And one or two more 
expressions which were not so 
distinctly heard. After a few 
struggles, without a groan, about 
four o’clock in the morning of 
the 23d March, she slept in Je. 
sus! 

** Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord from henceforth: 
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labors, and 
their works do follow them.”’ 

If any of the sons or daugh- 
ters of worldly pleasures, any of 
the votaries of fashion, should 
cast their eyes on this account, 
we solicit them to pause for a@ 
momeut in their course of lefe, 
and ask themselves, Can we hope 
for such a death? 








RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 





EECTURES ON THE EVIDENCES OF DIVINE REVELATION. 


SHOULD we now, for argument’s 
sake admit, that, notwithstand- 
ing all these difficulties, the man 
might, and did, live by means 
unknown, and unimaginable; it 
may be useful to inquire what 
probability there tsy that he 
would originate the idea of a 
God; or, in other words, of a 
Creating and Providential A- 
gent. 

The first argument in favor of 
this supposition is, that the édea 
of such a Being is universal: no 
nation having existed, to which 

Vou.llt. New Serizs. 





(No. I. continued from p. 19.) 


such a Being was unknown. This 
argument is false in fact; and, if 
it should be admitted, lame as to 
the ccnsequence. 

It is false in fact. Without 
insisting on the reports of trav. 
ellers; which with respect to 
this subject are, I confess, very 
generally to be suspected; I al. 
lege the unexceptionable testi- 
mony of Mr. Kicherer, a mis- 
sionary of great merit, concern- 
ing those Caffres, who were the 
immediate objects of his mission. 
These people, he observes, had 

* 
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not, when he began to instruct 
them, any conception of any 
Superintending Agent whatever. 
The admission of such an Agent 
is not therefore universal, 

But, should we admit the ar- 
sument to be founded in truth, it 
will still be lame as to the con- 
sequence. If the idea of God 
has been actually received by all 
men; it will not follow, that it 
was originated by the unassisted 
efiorts of the human mind. From 
What source soever this idea was 
derited; when it was once re- 
ceived by man, its importance, 
and singularity, could scarcely 
fail of perpetuating it through 
succeeding generations. Parents 
could scarcely fail of communi- 
eating it to their children; and 
children could scarcely fail of 
learning it from the conversa. 
tion, the conduct, and particu. 
larly the religious services of 
their parents. Besides, every 
person, who had once received 
this idea, would discern, that 
the existence of God was amply 
evidenced by the works of his 
hands. But it is one thing to 
originate a truth; and totally 
another to find proofs of that 
truth, after itis known, This, 
however, is the only thing neces. 
sary, towards the perpetuation 
of a doctrine, already received; 
and may have been al}, that was 
necessary for the purpose of ex. 
tending, and perpetuating, the 
doctrine of the existence of God, 


If, then, God revealed himself 


to the first men, the idea of God 
could not easily fail, though it 
may be supposed wilh some im- 
perfection, of being conveyed to 
succeeding generations by Tra- 
dition; nor of being supported 
by sufficient proofs, furnished by 
the works of Creation and Prov- 


idence. In this manner, what. 
ever universality may be justly 
asserted, concerning the recep. 
tion of this doctrine in the world, 
it may be explained without any 
recurrence to the supposition, 
that the human mind has, even 
in a single instance, originated 
the idea of a God. 

But it is further argued, that 
St. Paul has settled this point in 
Rom. i. 20. ** For the invisi. 
ble things of Him from the Cre. 
ation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the 


things that are made, even his 


eternal power and Godhead.” 
To this allegation I have two 
auswers. The firstis, that if the 
participle, voeueve, be struck 
off, (as with the strictest pro. 
pricty it may be,) by two com. 
mas, the verse will then be most 
naturally translated in this man. 
ner. °° Kor the invisible things 
of Llim from the Creation of the 
world, beteg understood, are 
clearly seen in the things which 
are made,’? &c. That, when the 
idea of God is once imbibed, it 
will be amply established in the 
mind by the evidence, visible in 
the things which are made, has 
been already asserted here; and 
will by almost all men be readi- 
ly acknowledged. [It is hardly 
Recessary to observe, that the 
present pointing of the New Tes- 
tament is modern; and has, there- 
fore, no other claims to author- 
ity, than those, which are pre- 
sented by the good sense, integ- 
rity, and care of its authors. 
The alteration ia it, here pro- 
posed, may therefore be fairly 
made; and cannot be objected 
to, unless on the ground of its 
inherent impropriety. 

My second answer is, that, 
should we allow the passage to 
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stand as in the common transla- 
tion, the Apostle asserts nothing 
more, than that the things in 
gaestion, to wit, the eternal 
power and Godhead of the Cre- 
ator, are clearly visible in the 
things which are made, particu. 
Jarly to those, concerning whom 
immediately he is writing; and 
generally to others, in similar 
circumstances. But all these 
had already imbibed the idea of 
God from other sources, than 
the works of his hands; and 
were, therefore, able clearly to 
see proofs of his existence, and 
perfections, in these works. If 
will go farther. I wili readily 
acknowledge, that the state of 
the universe is such, as will 
clearly evince the existence of 
God toa mind, moderately in- 
formed, suitably attempered, and 
willingly, as well as attentively, 
turning its faculties to the con- 
templation of the several beings 
and events contained in it, for 
the purpose of learning the lan- 
guage, which it speaks on this 
subject. This acknowledg- 
ment, however, will gono length 
towards proving, that such 
minds, as those of men, would 
ever have originated the idea of 
a God. 

_ We ourselves are able, un- 
questionably, to prove the exis- 
tence and character of God from 
the works of his hands. But we 
already have the idea of God; 
have our minds enlightened by 
the Scriptures, with respect to 
many subjects, and sources of 
argument, connected with this 
great subject; have been led to 
habitual contemplation upon 
it; and, at the end of a long 
course Of improvements, have 
acquired a familiar acquaintance, 
both with the sources, from 


which this evidence is derived, 
and with the modes, in which it 
is made to bear most advanta. 
geously upon the question. 

Against the scheme, which 
these arguments are intended to 
support, the following objec- 
tions may be forcibly alleged. 

1. Mancould feel no interest 
in attempling inquiries afler an 
object, which was unknown, Lf 
we should suppose him to im. 
agine, that such an object exist- 
ed, the existence and nature of 
which he might discover by a 
course of investigation; it would 
be impossible for him to decide 
whether the knowledge, when 
attained would give either profit 
or pleasure. Of course, he wouid 
be wholly uninterested to prr- 
sue the investigation. It may be 
added, that, in all probability, 
he would never even think of the 
object here supposed. 

2. Mankind have always dis- 
covered a reluctance to retain 
the idea of God, when once im- 
bibed. Of this declaration, the 
ancient and modern Atheism 
furnishes complete proof. The 
Atheism both of the aneient Hea. 
then Philosophers and of modern 
Infidels, was not a destitution of 
any ideas of God, but a rejec- 
tion of those ideas after they 
were once entertained. Tosup- 
port themselves in this rejection, 
they have labored with vast in. 
dustry through life; and have 
thus proved their eager solici- 
tude to exclude from their minds 
every apprehension of such a 
Being. The ancient Philoso. 
phers were unwilling to ac. 
knowledge even the Jupiter, 
universally worshipped by their 
countrymen; notwithstanding 
his character was so conveniently 
formed to suit the corrupt state 
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of the human mind. Modern 
Infidels have been still more en- 
gaged in opposing the existence 
ami character of Jrnovan. 
Both, together, have in this man- 
ner clearly shewn, that the mind 
is unwilling to admit the exist- 
ence of any superintending agent 
whatever. 

The universal declension of 
nations from just ideas of God 
ts a strong illustration of the 
same truth; particularly, when 
we consider how early this de- 
clension took place, and how 
rapidly it procceded. 

Hence it is fairly argued, that 
the first men, and those of suc- 
ceeding ages, not only were not 
Jed by mere nature to originate 
this idea, but, when it was forced 
upon them, received it with re- 
luctance. The idea of a God 
can never be pleasing to guilty 
creatures; especially if con- 
Scious, as men necessarily are, 
of their guilt, and their conse- 
quent exposure to his anger, 
Hence, foolish as it plainly is, 
man, even when taught the Di- 
vine existence with immoveable 
evidence, says often in his heart, 
‘¢ There is no God.” 

3. The history of the Greeks, 
Persians, Arabians, Hindoos, 
and Chinese, clearly proves, that 
thetr remotest ancestors had 
juster ideas of God, than their 
descendants; even such of them 
as existed at a moderate distance 
of time; and ideas generally ac- 
cordant with the Scriptural ac- 
count of God. If these were 
derived wholly from reason and 
nature; why did not their de. 
scendants derive them from the 
Same sources; especially as they 
appear to have been more exten- 


sively informed concerning other 


subjects, to have exerted ‘their 


reasoning powers more, and to 
have understood better how to 
exert them with success. Their 
views of God ought plainly to 
have been more just, than those 
of their predecessors, according 
to the scheme here opposed. Yet 
they were incomparably less 
just; and the character of the 
irue God was Jest among them, 
after a moderate length of time. 
Ilence it would seem, that the 
farther advanced the world was 
in information and reasoning, 
the less justly men thought of 
God; so far the less justly, that 
they lost the chief knowledge, 
which they had concerning his 
character. This fact, while it 
appears directly to contradict the 
scheme in question, perfectly ac- 
cords with that which is here 
supported; viz. that the know!l- 
edge of God was originally com. 
municated by revelation; and 
during the progress of time was 
gradually impaired among be. 
ings who did not regard it with 
pleasure, and by the imperfect 
traditional manner, in which it 
was conveyed down from age to 
age. 

It ought to be remembered 
here, that philosophical Atheism 
has prevailed most in ages, when 
men have reasoned most; and 
among men who have professed 
the greatest reliance upon the 
dictates of reason. 

Accerding tothescheme, which 
I am supporting, there was once 
a common source of this know!- 
edge; viz. a Revelation made to 
the common Ancestor of these 
and other nations. By him it 
was communicated to his chil- 
dren; and by them to theirs: and 
for a time was conveyed without 
any material corruption. In 
process of time, because men did 
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not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, just apprehensions 


of his character were impaired, | 


blended with gross corruptions, 
and in some instances absolutely 
lost. According to the scheme, 
which | am opposing, this pro- 
gress of things is not only inex- 
plicable, but contrary to the 
essence of the scheme itself. 

4. There ts not a trace of ev- 
idence in fact, that man ever 
orivinated the idea of a God. 
This, if it had existed, would 
certainly have been the most 
splendid and important discove- 
ry, ever made by the human 
mind. Sucha fact could scarce- 
ly have been passed over in si- 
lence and forgetfulness. It 
must, at least, be acknowledged 
to be strange, that neither in the 
histories, nor traditions, of any 
nation, nor in the writings of 
any man, there should be a sin- 
gle hint of this nature, left on 
record, 

5. The history of mankind 
furnishes strong presumptive ev- 
idence, that the knowledge of 
God was not attained by reason. 
All nations, beside the Jews, 
Christians, and Mohammedans, 
have been totally unable to give 


any account of their religion; 


or their belief and worship of 
their Gods; any farther, than 
that by immemorial tradition 
they derived these things from 
their ancestors. This clearly 
shews, that, in the view of every 
heathen nation, their own 
knowledge and worship of their 
Gods were wholly traditional. 
But, if reason had made these 
discoveries, it seems incredible, 
that they should not have told of 
this fact; and boasted of it, as 
highly honorable to themselves. 
Why did they all, both learned 


and unlearned, resort, when 
pressed in argument, to this mis- 
erable defence; and not to the 
plain proofs, furnished by rea- 
son? Why did they not appeal 
to a fact, so flattering to human 
pride? The appeal was certainly 
a very desirable one; and would 
much sooner, as well as more en- 
tirely, have silenced an objec- 
tor. There were among them 
many great and inquisitive men. 
Why did not these men, or at 
least some or other of them, make 
this appeal; especially in circum- 
stances in which it was so neces. 
Sary? 

6. The knowledge and wor- 
ship of their Gods were inter- 
woven with many doctrines, and 
practices, clearly traditionary; 
as being perfectly arbitrary, 
and entirely aside from nature 
or reason. But of these doc- 
trines and practices they had all, 
substantially the same _ ideas. 
Sacrifices are a striking exam- 
ple. All the heathen nations 
offered them, immemorially; con. 
nected them, without an excep. 
tion, with their ideas of their 
Gods; and certainly derived 
them from tradition. As these 
were reccived traditionally; it is 
highly probable, that all the 
ideas with which they were thus 
connected, were derived from the 
same source. 

7. Reason cannot possibly 
conduct the mind to such views 
of God, as were generally enter- 
tained by the heathen nations. 
Reason certainly furnishes no 
evidence of the existence of ma- 
ny gods; gods of different sexes, 
and grades; imperfect gods; in. 
ferior in many respects to men; 
local gods; party gods; gods con- 
tending and warring with each 
other. The evidence presented 
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to reason conducts us alway 
to the came conclusions, Had 
reason, then, originated the con- 
ceptions, formed by the human 
mind, of the Deity; they would 
probably have been, in sub. 
stance, the same; differing, I 
acknowledge, in number and 
comprehensiveness, as reason 
was more or less expanded ; but 
the same in kind. As the fact 
has been; these conceptions have 
been endlessly various. This 
state of things accords with our 
apprehensions concerning the 
progress of tradition among such 
beings, as men; indisposed to re- 
ceive just views of the Divine 
character, and always inclined 
to impair and destroy it. 

The ancient western Philoso- 
phers held, as Varro informs us, 
three hundred different opinions 
concerning Jupiter, or the Su- 
preme God; or, in other words, 
formed in their miuds three hun- 
dred different Jupiters. Among 
Philosophers, at least, the evi- 
dence, presented to reason, ought 
to have had an uniform influ. 
ence. 

8. The Ancient Philosophers, 
who entertained the most jist 
and correct ideas of the Divine 
character, and other ancients al. 
so, assert, in numerous instan- 
ces, that their knowledge, and 
that of their countrymen, cone 
cerning God, was tradilional. 

Thus Plato, in Philcbus, says, 
*¢ The tradition, which L have 
had concerning the unity of God, 
his essence, the plurality of his 
perfections, and decrees, was 
from the ancients, who were bet. 
ter than the Grecians.”’ 

Again, in his Phedo, ‘* I re- 
ceived my knowledge of the 
Nes,” (the Intelligent mind,) 
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** soverning the world, from the 
wise.”’ 

Again, in his Cratylus, ** The 
Grecians received their learning 
from the Ancients, who lived 
nearer the Guds.”’ 

Numentus says, ** What is 
Plato, but Moses speaking in 
the Greek language?”’ 

Hermippus, in his life of Py. 
thagoras, says, ‘* Pythagoras 
translated many things out of 
the Jewish Institutes into his 
Philosophy.’’ 

Josephus declares, that Deme- 
trius Phalerius commended the 
Law of Moses; and asserted, 
that the reason, why the Hea. 
then Poets and Historians made 
no express mention of it, was 
that, being holy, it ought not 
to be delivered by a profane 
mouth. 

Diodorus Siculus declares, as 
does Minucius aiso, that the Gre. 
cian Philosophers derived largely 
from the Hebrews. 

Pythagoras, as Porphyry as. 
serts, and the Hindoo records 
prove, travelled into Egypt, 
Phenicia, Palestine, Chaldea, 
Persia, and Hindoostan; and 
dwelt, as Jamblichus declares, ia 
Judea, on Mount Carmel. 

Lhates was a Phoenician by 
the mother’s side; and declares 
himself to have travelled into 
Asia and Egypt, to gain the ori- 
ental wisdom. 

Pherecydes, the master of Py- 
thagoras, as Stidas observes, 
exercised himself in the hidden 
books of the Phoenicians. 

Strabo declares, that Pytha. 
goras dwelt on Mount Carmel; 
and that a Priest, living there, 
shewed him the walks of this 
Philosopher. 

Diogenes Leaertius declares, 
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that Pythagoras visited the He- 
brews in Palestine. 

Clemens Alexandrinus de- 
clares, that Pythagoras suffered 
himself to be circumcised in 
Egypt, that he might gain 
knowledge, which otherwise he 
could not acquire. 

From Pythagoras Plato first 
Jearned his philosophy; which, 
however, he improved. From 
him he probably received the 
knowledge of one God; and from 
Pherecydes the immortality of 
the soul: this Philosopher hav- 
ing taught that doctrine to the 
Greeks, and, as Cicero sup- 
poses, to mankind. 

Plato, also, travelled into 
Egypt; and resided there twelve 
years; conversing with the learn. 
ed gy ptians, and unquestiona- 
bly with the Jews and Pheni- 
cians also; many of whom re. 
sided in Hgypt at that time. 

The Philosophers, who have 
been mentioned, together with 
Socrates, and (if we are to sup- 
pose the accuunts of them de. 
serving of credit) with Orpheus, 
Linus, Museus, &c., differed 
from the other Greek Philoso- 
phers in this; ¢hat they built 
theer doctrines upon traditiona- 
ry information: while the others 


| jounded theirs upon their own 


reasonings. Thus did Plato: 
and thus Purphyry declares, that 
Pythagoras derived his most ex. 
cellent things from the Barbari- 
aus, 

With regard to God, these 
Philosophers in some instances 
asserted themselves, and in others 
are asserted by their Hastorians, 
to have derived all their ideas 
from the Barbarians. Who these 
Barbarians were Plato himself 
teaches us, by appealing in form 
fo the Syrian and Phenician 


fables, or traditions. By Syri- 
ans and Phoenicians the Greek 
writers very often meant the Is. 
raelites. 

It is however highly probable, 
that these traditions were not all 
in the proper sense Jewish. For 
example; it is evident that the 
Greeks, and several other an- 
cient nations, regarded the 
seventh day as holy, long before 
they had any correspondence 
with the Jews: since it ts ex- 
pressly calied a sacred day 
by both Hestod and Homer. 
This doctrine was, therefore, 
traditionally derived from the 
common ancestors of the Jews 
and Greeks. What is true of 
this, is, with the highest proba- 
bility, true of many other tra. 
ditionary doctrines. ‘hus the 
[igyptians derived theirs to a 
great extent from Ham, their 
ancestor; Abimelech, Job, Mel- 
chisedeck, Abraham, and Na.~ 
hor from their ancestors; the 
Hindoos, Persians, Arabians, 
and Tartars, fromtheirs. Wher- 
ever these traditions are the same, 
they are to be traced regularly 
to a common stock: and that 
stock was the common ancestor 
of these nations and individuals, 
The traditionary accounts of the 
Hindoos, Persians, the Chinese 
through the Hindoos, the Ara. 
bians, the Egyptians, the Phe. 
nicians and the Greeks through 
the two last mentioned nations, 
extend back to Noah. So do 
those of the Assyrians and Chal. 
deans. They do not stop even 
here; but contain several things 
concerning the deluge, the ante. 
diluvian world, the primitive 
state of man, and even the Crea. 
tion itself; as I shall attemp: to 
shew more particalarly hereaf- 
ter. 
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9. The Bible exhibits God as 
revealing himself to man, im- 
mediately after his Creation; 
and disclosing, directly, the 
means of his subsistence, in a 
higher and more happy state, 
than any which is found in the 
present course of things. At 
the same time, God is declared 
to have made known to him, in 
the same manner, the nature and 
use, of his necessary and proper 
employments; particularly of 
husbandry. 

Here the doctrine, for which I 
contend, is directly asserted; and 
is contained in a Book, more an- 
cient, more judicious, and more 
authentic, even if uninspired, 
than any other, which has de- 
scended to us from early times. 
The story is told us, also, by a 
most wise and Jearned man; who 
had every advantage, which the 
world could furnish for gaining 
a knowledge of thetruth. J¥7rh 
his account accord all the ancient 
traditions of mankind: some of 
them indeed more, and some of 
them less, explicitly; but all of 
them really. The voice of the 
whole human race therefore, at 
those periods, in which that 
voice is of any value with re- 
spect to the doctrine in debate, 
is given in favor of that side of 
the question, which I have at- 
temptedto support. I shall on- 
ly add, that, this being once ad. 
mitted, all the difficulties with 
respect to this subject vanish; 
and that, if it be refused admit- 
tance, these difficulties will 
probably always remain with. 
out a possibility of any expla. 
nation. 


(No. I. will appear next month. ) 
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AN ADDRESS TO YOUNG PERSONS 
WHO HAVE LATELY MADE A 
PROFESSION OF RELIGION, 


Tr has pleased the Supreme Ben. 
efactor of men, as is generally 
and confidently believed by the 
pious, to excite in various parts 
of our country, a general con. 
cern on the subject of religion; 
and to give spiritual life to mul. 
titudes who were dead in tres. 
passes and sins. One of the 
first fruits of such a renovation 
has uniformly been a public pro- 
Session of the Christian faith, 
by most of those, who, in a 
charitable judgment, have be- 
come truly religious. <A large 
proportion of these persons are 
in early life; many of whon, it 
is reasonable to suppose, are 
among the constant readers of 
the publication for which this 
paper is communicated. To a 
class of Christians, who are so 
eminently the objects of the Di- 
vine favor, and whose lives will 
have so powerful an influence 
on the Church and the world, it 
will not be unacceptable to ad- 
cress a few serious reflections. 
But before I proceed to the 
principal design, let me be in- 
dulged, for a moment, in con- 
templating, with lively grati- 
tude, one of the most interesting 
subjects which can be presented, 
in this world, to a benevolent 
mind. Such a subject is found 
in the conversion of the young; 
in their redemption from bond- 
age under the elements of the 
world, that they may receive the 
adoption of sons; in their enter- 
ing upon a course in which they 
will soon bid a final adieu to 
guilt and w.etchedness, and make 
an everlasting progress in felic- 
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ity and glory. The bare men- 
tion of a change, attended by 
consequences so sublime, awak- 
ens the soul to a train of emo- 
tions unspeakably delightful, 
and should never be heard, with- 
out calling forth from the heart 
ihe highest ascriptions of praise 
to the Father of spirits. 

That the prime of youth, the 
vigor of manhood, and the expe- 
rience of age, should, in succes- 
sion, be consecrated to the no- 
blest purposes, cannot be too 
eagerly desired, if we confine our 
views to the favored indi: iduals 
whose powers are thus devoted. 
But to confine our views in this 
manner, is doing injustice to the 
subject. ‘Those who are now 
young will speedily arrive at 
that period of life, when it will 
be proper that they should make 
the exertions, and sustain the 
cares, which are indispensable to 
the prosperity of the church. 
Their influence must then direct, 
their authority restrain, and 
their example enforce. They 
must devise schemes of benevo. 
lence, and bring every moral en- 
gine in their power to assist in 
the execution, ‘They must pre- 
pare to deserve the highly de. 
scriptive and honorable appella- 
tion of lights in the world. And 
while they are training for sta- 
tions of such responsibility and 
usefulness, the friends of relig- 
ion may with propriety hail 
them, as the future depositaries 
of that moral influence which it 
has pleased God to delegate to 
en, and as the future guardians 
of the dearest interests which be- 
long to the human race. 

From this brief view of the 
subject, it appears to be a mat. 
ter of great consequence, that 
ihose, who are hereafter to wield 

Vou.Ill. New Series. 
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this influence, and possess this 
distinction, should enter upon 
their course with aims and en- 
deavors Corresponding to the im- 
portance of the station which 
they are to fill, and the dignity 
of the cause which they are to 
sustain. Itis not a cause which 
can be well served by indolent 
wishes, and feeble efforts; nor 
is it a cause which is unable to 
reward the Jabors and the sacri- 
fices of its assertors: but itisone 
which ought to command the im. 
portunate prayers, the strenu- 
ous exertioas, and the uncon- 
querable perseverance in well- 
doing, of all who are engaged in 
it. An able promoter of such a 
cause can never be formed, unless 
by a life of fervent and habitual 
piety, of resolute self-denial, of 
elevated virtue, and, in short, of 
high and continued aspirations 
after moral excellence. 

Taking it for granted, my 
young friends, that you are de- 
sirous of making advances in the 
divine life, and of being the in- 
struments of good to your fel- 
low men, suffer me to invite your 
attention to a few considera. 
tions, which, if suffered to have 
their proper weight, will tend to 
produce these happy results. 

In the first place, you may 
well reflect, with deep and sol- 
emn gratitude, upon the peculiar 
goodness of God to you, in 
making you the subjects of his 
grace, and the heirs of his king- 
dom. ‘The person in your cir- 
cumstances, whe can remain 
unmoved by this reflection, aud 
uninterested in the comparison 
which it recalls to the mind, must 
be strangely insensible to the 
joys of his condition. Malti- 
tudes around you are busied, ex. 
Clusively, about the enjoyments 
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fect gift; 


of this perishable world. Day 
after day the visible creation ex. 
hibits evidence of a present God; 
but they see Him not. Sabbath 
afterSabbath the voice of divine 
mercy, alternately softened to 
notes of the tenderest intreaty, 
and raised to accents of the most 
awful denunciation, sounds in 
their ears; but they hear it not. 
Reasoning the most conclusive 
urges them to make Him their 
friend, who has all power in 
heaven and on earth; their own 
imperious wants prompt them to 
apply for succor to the Giver of 
every good gift, and every per- 
their sinfulness and 
danger make it necessary that 
they should fice from the wrath 
to come: yet on these subjects, 
and such as these, they have no 
understanding. It is net so in 
worldly things. ‘They can take 
pleasure in the works of genius; 
they can admire the triumphs of 
art. Introduce the topies of 
politics or war; converse upon 
the grandeur of monarchies, or 
the dangers of republics, and you 
will find a ready audience. State 
tothem the sad vicissitudes which 
frequently occur in domestic life, 
or repeat a tale of what has hap- 
pened in the regions of romance, 
and they will not lese a word 
that you speak. Describe the 
miserics of a besieged city, and 
the havoc and rapine which at- 
tend invading armies; or dilate 
on the means of national and in- 
dividual prosperity, and you 
will perceive them to be not in. 
capable of taking an interest in 
human affairs. Jfere they have 
intelligence to reflect, hearts to 
feel, and hands toact. But pro- 
pose to their consciences the 
guilt of neglecting the concerns 
of elernity forthe toys of an 
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hour; present to their minds the 
terrible reality of a world filled 
with millions of immortal beings 
wilfully ignorant of God and 
duty, religion and happiness, and 
making haste, with obstinate in. 
fatuation, to enter the gates of 
endiess ruin; mention the meth. 
od of deliverance from these hor. 
rors, and of admission toa woild 
replete with joys whitch have not 
entered into the heart of man; 
remind them that they are to ex. 
perience the blessedness of heay. 


hd 


en, or the torments of despair for | 


ever; and if they do not slum. 
ber while you are speaking, they 
will plainly discover that they 
feel little concern on subjects, 
which might well demand the 
most solemn contemplation of 
every created intelligence in the 
universe. Lamentabie stupidi- 
ty! Insensibility utterly incredi- 
ble, did not the Bible assert its 
existence, and the observation of 
every day confirm the assertion. 
Yet this stupidity, unaccounta- 


ble as it appears, is consistent — 


with extensive knowledge, an 
amiable temper, a _ cultivated 
mind, a moral life, and many 
other qualifications for useful- 
ness in society. You have been 
the subjects of it, in a greater or 
less degree, without exception. 
How can you forget the distin- 


guishing love which has opened | 
your eyes to behold the glorious | — 








light of the Gospel, while it is — 
hid to so many who are per- © 


ishing for lack of spiritual vis- 
ion. You will reject with ia- 
dignation the thought, that you: 
peculiar excellenge and amiable- 
ness pointed you out as the ob- 
jects of divine favor, Your in- 


creased enjoyments, so far from 
causing you to boast of your su- 
perior merit or wisdom, will im- | 
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press more deeply on your minds 
a sense of your folly and ingrat- 
itude, in so long neglecting the 
great salvation. Your more in- 
timate acquaintance with your 
own hearts, instead of adminis. 
tering occasions of self gratula- 
tion, will afford overwhelming 
evidence of natural depravity, 
rendered more odious by your 
having sinned while the recipi- 
ents ef peculiar blessings; and 
you will be ready to class your. 
selves among the most unworthy 
of mankind, though to the hu- 
man eye you may have exhibited 
a decent exterior, and performed 
many commendable actions. You 
wil! look around you, and behold 
many of your age, and in simi- 
lar outward circumstances, who 
remain careless of all that it con- 
cerns them to know, while they 
possess, in your deliberate judg- 
ment, more docility, more amia. 
bleness of deportment, a less 
froward temper, and less disor- 
derly passions,.than were to be 
found in your character. While 
with wonder and love you pon- 
der on the unsearchable wisdom 
which has made you the par- 
takers of such gracious distinc. 
tion, you will feel the necessity, 
not less than the obligation, of 
devoting your whole powers to 
His service, who has thus made 


you to differ. ‘*Itis not a small 


thing,’’ one and another of you 
will be ready to exclaim, ** that 
I, after being an heir of perdi- 
tion, have received an earnest of 
an inheritanceincorruptible, and 
undefiled, reserved for me in 
heaven. It is not a trifle, that 
I have been led, in the flower of 
my days, to form a just estimate 
of this world and’ the next, and, 
through divine grace, to act in 
come measure accordingly. The 
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change, of which I hope myself to 
have become a subject, forms an 
era in my existence ever to be 
remembered with devout grati- 
tude, and celebrated with per- 
petual songs of adoration and 
praise. How many temptations 
do I now avoid, how many sins 
do I now abhor, which once ex- 
cited in me very little alarm or 
disapprobation. How many en- 
joyments do I now find in relig- 
ion, some of which 1 had never 
imagined to exist, and of others 
I had received only a slight and 
inadequate impression. Let, 
then, all the affections of my 
heart, all the persuasion of my 
tongue, and all the activity of 
my hands, how little soever these 
offerings may seem, be employed 
in glorifying the God of my sal- 
vation, by extending the influ. 
ence of that Gospel which he has 
revealed,”? 

While the soul is in sucha 
train of contemplation, it will 
often, almost involuntarily, 
dwell on the miseries of the 
man, who has far advanced 
through life, and is perhaps 
about leaving it, unmoved at the 
awful prospects which lie before 
him. ‘Though his head is white 
with age, and his limbs scarcel 
support him from falling into 
the grave, he is still hardened in 
sin; and the history of his years 
would furnish little else, in a 
moral point of view, than a long 
and melancholy catalogue of 
warnings disregarded, and relig. 
ious privileges abused. Ah the 
fruitless regret, the poignant re. 
morse, which he is doomed to 
experience, if, almost by a mira. 
cle, he should be snatched from 
his disastrous condition. With 
what agony would he remember 
many of his former associates, 
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now gone for ever beyond the 
reach of his warnings, whom his 
example and influence tended 
only to urge on in the way to 
perdition; and who, if not irre- 
coverably lost, are indebted for 
their deliverance to every thing, 
or any thing, rather than toa 
connexion with him. Who can 
be sufficiently grateful, that by 
entering early upon a life of pi- 
ety, he has escaped the dangers 
of a case so frequent, so gloomy, 
so almost desperate? 

2. The nature of your en- 
gagements may jastly demand a 
Jarge portion of your contem- 
plative hours. The profession 
of faith which you have publicly 
made, doubtless recognizes the 
being, perfections, and govern. 
ment of God; the fallen state, 
and depraved nature, of man; 
the need of interposing mercy in 
order to salvation, and the offer 
of suchmercy; the character and 
offices of the Divine Mediator 
and Sanctifier; the free and sove- 
reign application of the blessings 
secured by the atonement for 
those who are saved; the necessi- 
ty of being born again, and liv- 
ing a holy life; the general re- 
surrection, and final judgment; 
and the unalterable sentence of 
benediction or reprobation which 
is to close the divine dispensa. 
tions towards this world. These 
are some of the leading doctrines 
to which, as revealed in the 
Scriptures, our churches demand 
an assent; and which I mention, 
merely to remind you of the sol- 
emn transaction in which you 
have been concerned. ‘To this 
profession a covenant succeeds, 
by which you acknowledge God 
for your lawgiver, and solemnly 
engage to yield him that obedi- 
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ence which is his due. Here let 
us pause a moment. 

An ingenuous mind can hardly 
fail to be affected at the aston. 
ishing condescension of God, in 
entering, as he does, into a cor. 
enant with man; a covenant 
which is marked with nothing 
but mercy and love, in tts pro. 
posal, continuance, aud accom. 
plishment; and the benetits of 
which will be extended to sin. 
ners on a condition so simple 
and reasonable as seems a!must 
impossible to be rejected, viz. a 
belief, or hearly confidence, that 


what God has promised, he is |~ 


able also to perform. Such 


kindness exhibited to sinners | 


and rebels, to the undutiful and 
perverse children of men, ought 
to receive every possible retura 
of obedience and love. 

Nor does safety, less than 
gratitude, require constant exer. 
tion to avoid the guilt of cove. 
nant-breaking. ‘The Scriptures 


declare, that it had been better | 


for them (that is, for apostate 
professors) not to have known 
the way of righteouspess, than, 
after having known it, to turn 
from the holy commandment de- 
livered unto them.* A cove- 


nant among men is a transaction © 


not to be slighted; especially one 
on which great interests depend, 
and which has been mude under 
the sanction of an oath. How 
transcendently important, then, 
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thought of apostasy, and how 
earnestly we should pray to be 
delivered from it. 

The extent of the promise to 
serve God, included in the cove- 
nant which has been specified, is 
not always sufficiently consider- 
ed. Itis so comprehensive in 
its nature, as to furnish one of 
the grandest subjects of thought; 
and, if perfectly fulfilled, would 
immediately give an inconceiva- 
ble dignity to every person who 
takes its obligations upon him. 
It identifies the cause and glory 
of the Creator, with the duty 
and interests of the creature. It 
prescribes a course, which, if 
followed, would lead far from 
disappointment, shame, regret, 
mortification, and dishonor, to 
the consolations which spring 
from perfect acquiescence in the 
will of God. It devotes all that 
we are, or possess, to the pro- 
motion of the highest good. So, 
I doubt not, you have been 
taught to understand it. You 
will consider it as pledging all 
your time, your talents, your 
influence among your friends, 
your relations, and society at 
large, your learning, your prop- 
erty, your prayers, and even 
your lives, to that cause for 
which your Savior suffered and 
died. 

A sense of past deficiencies 
should not so discourage you, as 
to weaken your efforts for the 
future. The more you have 
failed hitherto, the more reason 
there is for vigorous endeavors 
hereafter. Relying on that grace, 
which was promised to be suflic- 
ient for Paul amidst all his trials 
and persecutions, and which will 
be sufficient for all those who 
possess any portion of his zeal 
and activity, go on resolutely to 
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the conflict with your spiritual 


enemies. The warfare will soon 
be finished, and the victory 
achieved. 


3. A habitual and constant 
sense of the Divine presence, is 
necessary to the formation of a 
character of fervent piety, and 
persevering virtue. You may be 
disposed to ask, ‘* Do not ali 
men in a Christian land, except 
professed unbelievers, acknow!- 
edge the presence of God?” 
Yes; their understanding admits 
it, as a philosophical truth, or as 
a doctrine which, from their ear- 
liest years, they have been taught 
to believe. But this is a very 
different thmg from such an im- 
pression of our being the special 
objects of attention to the Su- 
preme Intelligencey as causes 
our minds to revert habitually 
to the contemplation of his being 
and perfections, and prompts us 
to adore his character, and re- 
gard him as the infallible Witness 
of our actions, the wunerring 
Judge of our lives, and the be- 
neficent Rewarder of his peni- 
tent children. 

A great advantage to be de- 
rived from a perpetual convic- 
tion that God is ever present, is 
the power which such a convic- 
tion imparts to the decisions of 
conscience. It is in most cases 
not difficult to discern the path 
of duty; but so great is the 
corruption of man, that he is 
unwilling to pursueit. In such 
a case, some consideration is 
wanted of sufficient weight to 
repress his way ward inclinations, 
and effectually stop his devious 
course at its Commencement. In 
the hour of provocation, at the 
first assault of temptation, or 
the first intrusion of unkind and 
uncharitable thoughts, how sal- 
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utary is the reflection that God 
is present. It strikes, or ought 
to strike, a death blow to the 
beginnings of sin. 

The presence of God is a truth 
which directly urges to the most 
strenuous efforts in his service, 
as it brings a regard to his ap- 
probation home to the heart. 
The presence of men, especially 
of great and worthy men, is al- 
ways a powerful stimulus to 
such exertions, as promise to ob. 
tain their approbation. ITence 
it has ever been one of the most 
effectual arts of oratory, to make 
those present in imagination, 
who are not soin reality. Every 
man feels the force o¥ the appeal 
made by Demosthenes to the de- 
parted spirits of those who feli 
in the battles of Salamis, Mara. 
thon, and Platza, as though they 
were present, and interested in 
the measures to be adopted by the 
concourse of citizens, whom he 
was addressing. Political ora. 
tors have ever with great judg. 
ment, and irresistible effect, rep. 
resented their country as behold. 
ing in person the bravery and 
fidelity of her servants. A me- 
morable representation of this 
kind, and one which has seldom 
been equalled in its moral sub. 
limity, was the last telegraphic 
signal of Nelson; ‘** England 
expects every man to do his du- 
ty.’? Great and forcible as these 
considerations have ever proved 
themselves to be, how insignifi- 
cant do they seem when compar. 
ed with the presence of the diess- 
ed and only Potentate, the King 
of kings, and Lord of lords. 
How faint onthe ear sound the 
applauses of grateful senates, and 
the congratulations of admiring 
multitudes, if the mind once re- 
verts to thesentence, *‘ Well done, 


Jury, 


thou good and faithful servant,” 
tou be pronounced by that voice 
which spoke the universe into 


being. Hereis no need of the 
imagination. The all. pervading 


energy of God is ever present. 

W hen in circumstances of dis- 
tress or depression, of temptation 
or persecution, or want, the 
thought of a present and almigh. 
ty Friend, is accompanied with 
divine consolation. What can 
injure us, if God is on our side? 
If once well assured of this, ail 
our anxieties and apprehensions 
may be dismissed for ever. 
W hatever of evil infinite wisdom 
may see fit that we should suffer, 
will be transient in its nature, 
and succeeded by never fading 
hovors, and joys that have no 
end. 

4. It is of great importance, 
that you enter upon a Christian 
course with a proper feeling of 
dependence on God. This con. 
sideration, as well as the pre. 
ceding, is speculatively admitted 
and practically denied, by the 
great body of men even in a 
Christian country. But an in- 
flaential and consistent acknow]- 
edgement of this great truth, is 
almust of course followed by 
all the choice fruits of religion. 
{t causes those who possess it 
to move forward in the course of 
virtue with a firmer step, and to 
encounter opposition with a 
bolder and more collected aspect. 
than can be derived from any 
other quarter. Let us consider 
it a moment in detail. 

He who feels that God is the 
immediate source of all his 
strength, and must be the giver 
of ail his success, will be encour- 
aged to attempt and execute 
larger plans of usefulness, tha 
if he regarded his own ability 
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merely. When he contemplates 
his single unassisted powers, he 
sees Jitthe except lamentable 
weakness, and depravity; but 
when he looks upward to the 
ark of his strength, he is at 
once invigorated,and is comfort. 
ed with the reflection, that his 


> deficiencies can be supplied, in a 


thousand unknown ways, from 


the inexhaustible fulness of his 


Maker. Thus his own labors 
may be of incalculably more val- 
ue to himself and maukind, than 
could otherwise be rationally 
conceived. He will consider all 
his wise and prudent exertions, 
however comparatively small 
they may be, as making a neces- 
sary part in the mass of human 
means and efforts, which it will 
please Divine wisdom to use, as 
the instruments of enlightening 
and saving mankind, 

He will aiso enjoy a more un- 
shaken confidence in the salutary 
issue of any measures which may 
be pursued with a conviction 
that they are right and laudabie. 
Confidence is necessary to per- 
severancein any thing. He who 
distrusts, will first waver, then 
relax his endeavors, then aban. 
don his purpose. But there cau 
be no true, well grounded confi. 
dence without dependence on 
God. Health, friends, fortune, 
influence, are not only so really 
but so evidently and entirely de- 
pendent on his will, that they 
form in themselves, but slender 
props for the support of import. 
ant interests, Even the highest 
attainments of the mind, though 
they possess more that resembles 
inherent and independent pow- 
er than can be said of any other 
terrestrial endowment, form a 
poor protection for any cause 
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which has not God for its pat- 
ron and supporter. 

Nothing tends so powerfully 
to make men contented with their 
condition, as a firm persuasion 
that all the good or evil which 
they experience, is allotted them 
by the great and glorious Gov. 
ernor of the universe. In all 
their trials and bercavements, they 
see his hand; in all their bless. 
ings, they regard Him as the be. 
neficent author: and when they 
contemplate futurity, itis with 
ineffable complacency that they 
commit all to His disposal. How 
necessary to the enjoyment of life 
contentment is, I need not say. 
It is sufliciedt that this state of 
mind is repeatedly commanded 
in scripture as aduty; and that, 
however indispensable it may be, 
it cannot be obtained on any ra- 
tional grounds, except those 
which are afforded by religion. 
Contentment rendered habitual 
will be accompanied by that 
cheerful submission to the prov- 
idence of God, which is, at the 
same time one of the strongest 
proofs, aud one of the most 
blessed effects, of vital godliness. 
It thus raises him who is the sub- 
ject of it above the temporary 
distresses and calamities, of this 
world. It causes him to reflect, 
with holy exultation, that he has 
obtained the friendship of the on. 
ly Being, whose displeasure is a 
just reason for serious and per- 
manent alarm. 

Nor are these all the blessed 
effects which result from such a 
sense of dependence as has been 
described. It is the readiest and 


most etiectual preservative against 
discouragement and dejection. 
It teaches what is otherwise al- 
most impossible to be learnt, a 
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thorough disregard of human 
opinious when they clash with 
the divine authority ; and it pre- 
pares.men either for acting or for 
suficring, as may be most for the 
glory of God. 

( Lo be continued. ) 


For the Panopiist. 
REDEMPTION. 


Amipst the divisions, by which 
the church of Christ has in every 
age been distracted, it is a pleas. 
ing reflection, that the grand doc. 
trine of redemption has been held 
fast by the great majority of pro. 
fessed Christians, ‘There have in- 
deed been some, who would de. 
spoil the Messiah of bis character 
as Redeemer, who would anni- 
hijate that inherent dignity, that 
pre-eminent glory, which only 
could give any value to his suf- 
ferings, and who would reduce 
him to a mere mortal man,saving 
us only by his instructions and 


example, without making any 
atonement for our sins. But 
these men have been few. The 


scriptures are so definite, so dis- 
tinct and unequivocal in attri- 
buting the salvation of men to 
the death of Christ, that the 
strange inconsistency of admit- 
ting the truth of the sacred vol- 
ume and yet rejecting the doc- 
trine of redemption, though it 
exists, has not very frequently 
exhibited itself in the church of 
the crucified Savior. 

That we are redeemed by the 
blood of Christ must be the be- 
lief of every good man, who has 
seen the evil of sin, and regarded 
himself as asinner. The utmost 


extension of charity cannot em. 
brace the unhumbl!ed transgress. 
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or, who dentes the Lord, that 
bought him. 'Toexpressa charita. 
ble hope of the man, who know. 
ingly rejects the doctrine of the 
atonement, and reposes himself 
upon theabsolute or uncovenant. 
ed mercies of God, is at once to 
abandon that scheme of rich mer. 
cy, which is revealed in the gos. 
pel. It is to declare the end at- 
tainable without the means which 
infinite wisdom itself has appoint. 
ed, and which perfect and un. 
changing truth has represented 
as necessary. There is no oth- 
er name under heaven, given 
among men, whereby we can be 
saved, but the nume of Jesus. 
Christ was once offered to bear 
the sins of many, and unto them, 
that look for him, shall he ap. 
pear the second time without sin 
unto salvation. Such is the lan. 
guage of the infallible word of 
God. Confiding in its truth, 
the Christian can indulge no 
hope of the salvation of those, 
who reject it, however decent 
may be their deportment, how. 
ever correct their morals, or 
how much soever they may be re- 
spected and beloved. He will 
commiserate their delusion ; but 
he will be careful that his pity 
be the result of benevolence, and 
not mingled with pride or con- 
tempt. He will be careful that 
his pure zeal for the truth be not 
contaminated by the passions 
of corrupted nature. If the blood 
of Christ, who through the 
Eternal Spirit offered himself 
without spot to God, has purged 
his conscience from dead works 
tu serve the living God, he will 
find an almost irresistible motive, 
pressing him to the exertions of 
genuine charity or love. He 
will mourn over the errors, which 
lead down to everlasting ruin; 
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and while he is fixed in his pur- 
pose of withstanding the vain 
philosophy, which would reject 
the sreat aad bicssed mystery of 
codliness, it will be a benevo- 
lent, a gentle, and a prudent 
© zca!. which gtows in his bosom. 
Redemption has reference not 
7 only to the death of Christ, as 

> the ground of pardon, but to the 
influence.of the Holy Spirit, as 
renewing the hearts of those, 
whom the Father hath gizen to 
the Son. Itis indeed through 
Jesus Christ, that men are saved, 
Oe but it is also by the washing of 
regeneration and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost. This divine in- 
ilnence is as indispensable, as the 
o sufferings of the Savior. Huecept 
28 aman be born again, he cannot 
We see the kingdom of God. Mow 
then wili the hepe of the sinner, 
who composes himself with the 
belief, that ail will be happy in 
the future world, abide the day 
of trial? Where is the passage 
ef the sacred volume, which as. 
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serts, that all shall be redeemed? 
Will all be saved, when whoso- 
ever ts not written in the book of 
life, will be cast into the lake of 
Jjire2 
The extent of redemption, it is 
not for man to determine; nor 
is it of any importance for him 
while here on earth, to know 
more than he does in this partic. 
ular. But if the plain language 
of scripture is to be received, re- 
demption will not be unlimited. 
some will awake from the sleep 
of the grave to shame and cvere 
lasting contempt. Itis howev- 
er a most joyful truth, that there 
will be a great multitude, which 
no man can number, of all na« 
tions, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, who wili staad be. 
fore the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, 
and palms in their hands, 
who will cry with aloud voice, 
saying, Salvation to our God, 
which sitteth upon the throne, 
and to the Lamb. 
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Puaw vital religion is a blessed 
reality, needs no better proof 
than the exact coincidence of 
judgment, taste, principles, and 
habits, which prevails amongst 
its professors. Papists and Prot- 
estants, men in the wilds of A.~ 
merica, and in the cultivated 
Scountries of Europe, persons who 
“WHilived under the Jewish economy, 
and multitudes who live under 
Vor. TN. Nez Series. 


ON VITAL RELIGION. 


(From the Christian Observer, Vol. i. p. 23.) 


the Christian institution now, 
have all spoken, in spite of their 
several peculiarities, one com- 
mon language of the heart about 
God and Christ, sin and holi- 
ness, time and eternity. Their 


religious hopes and fears, their 
joys and their sorrows, have been 
thesame. They have, in a word, 
perfectly understood one anoth- 
er’s sentiments, and entered inte 
10 
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one another's feelings, (though 
mysterious and unintelligible to 
all the world beside,) on every 
subject essentially relating to 
salvation. ‘For eighteen centu- 
ries, Christians, for example, 
have thought, and sung, and 
prayed, with David, a Jewish 
king, who reigned about three 
theusand years ago. Scarcely 
have they had a sentiment, a 
wish, or a feciing, which he has 
not anticipated. Whence this 
agreement? How happens it, 
that persons so distant in time 
and piace, in speculative theo- 
ries of religion, and in outward 
modes of worship, from each 
other, should notwithstanding 
so exactly harmonize? Willit be 
ascribed to chance? Can imagin- 
aiton. enthusiasm, fancy, eXx- 
plainic? Do but consider how 
men’s tastes and sentiments differ 
upon almost every subject, even 
where they live at the same time, 
are brought up in the same 
place, and trained to the same 
habits. And how then can im- 
agination, the most capricious 
aud uncertain of all causes, ac- 
count for a similarity of effect, 
which no course of education, 
nor early prepossessions them. 
Selves, (strong as these usually 
are,) are competent to produce? 

Take a true Christian from 
any parish in England, and let 
him meet one of the converted 
Indians of North America, Find 
them but a common language in 
which they may convey their 
meaning to one another, in an 
instant they will perfectly com. 
prehend each other’s views and 
feclings on every topic in relig- 
jon; their hearts will be Jaid 
open, so to speak, to each oth- 
er’s discernment; they will “‘love 
each other with a pure heart fer- 
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vently,’’ as brethren, united in 
one sentiment and in one inter. 
est, who accidentally meet to. 
gether after a long and painful 
separation. How will you ac. 
count for this Indian so well 
understanding the Englishman, 
when perhaps there is not a man 
living in bis own town or parish, 
to whom he is not an absolute 
barbarian, when he attempts to 
speak what he thinks and feels 
about a Savior and a life to come, 
about the beauty of holiness, or 
the deformity of sin? Surely, 
there must be reality, where, 
without any previous communi. 
ation, there is so much coinci- 
dence aud agreement! 

Itad you lived at the day of 
Pentecost, and had heard the 
first disciples speaking to men of 
every nation under heaven in the 
language wherein they were 
born, you would have bowed to 
the reality of their pretensions, 
aud confessed a miracle. Be- 
hold, then, the counterpart of 
this miracle; equally astonish- 
ing, and unaccountable upon 
any natural principles! all the 
ditierence is, that in ¢hat case, 
one person spake many lan. 
guages; in ¢his, many persons 
of every kindred and nation, and 
tongue and people, whither the 
Gospel hath come, speak one 
language. 


THE JEWS. 


A LrARNepb and valuable FEssay 
ou the physical, moral, and po- 
litical reformation of the Jrws, 
by the dbbe Gregoire, has been 
Jately published in London. 
Forster. 12mc. 288 pp. This 


work has been crowned by the 
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Royal Society of Arts and Sci- 
ences at Metz, of which Society 
the author is a member. 

The following account of 
Jews established in China, is 
taken from **A General Descrip- 
tion of China, containing the 
topography of the fifteen prov- 
inces, &c. &c.”? by the Abbe 
Grosier, vol. ii. ch. vii. p. 259. 

A Jewish colony appeared in 
China, under the Dynasty of 
Han, who began to reign in the 
206th year before Christ. It 
was reduced to seven families, 
when F. Gozani, a Jesuit Mis- 
sionary, visited it; which fami- 
lies were established at Caz-fong, 
the capital of the Province of 
Honan. They had asynagogue; 
in which were thirteen taberna. 
cles, placed upon tables, each 
surrounded by small curtains. 
The sacred Kim of Moses (the 
Pentateuch) was shut up in each 
of these tabernacles, twelve of 
which represented the twelve 
tribes of Israel; the thirteenth, 
Moses. ‘The books were writ- 
ten in a neat, distinct hand, on 
long pieces of parchment, and 
folded on rollers. In the mid- 
dle of the synagogue stands the 
chair of Moses, in which every 
Saturday, and on days of great 
solemnity, they place the Penta- 
teuch, and read some portions of 
it. 

They were in possession of 
some books of the Old Testa- 
ment, other than the Pentateuch; 
of some of them they had no 


knowledge; others they had lost 
in an inundation which happened 
October 29, 1642. 

These Jews preserve circum- 
cision, and several other ceremo- 
nies mentioned in the Old Testa. 
ment, such as the paschal lamb, 
the feast of unleavened bread, 
the Sabbath, &c. 

These seven Jewish families 
intermarry, and never mix with 
their neighbors. They also ab- 
stain from blood. ‘They say 
their ancestors came from the 
west, from the kingdom of Ju- 
dah, which Joshua conquered, 
after they left Egypt and had 
crossed the Red sea, and trav- 
ersed the desert; and that the 
number of the Jews who left E- 
gypt was 600,000. They nei- 
ther kindle fire, nor cook any 
victuals, on Saturday; but pre- 
pare on Friday, whatever may be 
necessary for the following day. 
They read the Bible with a veil 
over their faces, in remembrance 
of Moses. 
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MAHOMETAN PROSELYTISM. 


Tur Mahometans have become 
very numerous in China. Dur. 
ing the time of a terrible famine 
in Chang-tong, they purchased 
more than 10,000 children, for 
whom, when grown up, they 
procured wives, and built heuses, 
and even formed whole villages 
of them. 
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REVIEW. 


‘ 


I. The Simplicity that is in 
Christ, and the Danger of its 
being Corrupted: a Sermon 
preached in Boston, at the 
annual Convention of Congre- 
gational Ministers of Massa- 
chusetts, May 31,1810. By 
KurpHaLtet Porter, PD. D. 
Pasivr of the First Church in 
Roxbury. Boston; John El- 
got, juin. 


Ir is deeply interesting to every 
serious man, who is desirous of 
trying the worth of religious 
principles by the effects which 
they have produced, to review 
the progress and fruits of those 
Opinions on religious subjects, 
which, in the language of their 
adherents, are styled Unitari. 
an Sentiments. Not to no- 
tice earlier heresies, which were 
of short duration and narrow 
extent, drius, in the fourteeaih 
century, maintained, that ** the 
Son hath a beginning; but God 
is without beginning:” yet that 
the Son, ** by will and counsel, 
existed before the tinmies and the 
ages, full God, only begotten.’’* 

This step, which was consid. 
ered by the churches of that 
day, as daring and impious, was 
only a smal! advance towards the 
errors of modern times. Soctnus, 
in the sixteenth century, refined 
upon the tencts of Arius, and, 
after the Trinitarian controversy 
had slept for ages, again disturb. 
ed Christendom by his arts and 
speculations. He maintained, 
not only that Christ had a be- 


* Epistie of Arius to Eysebius of Nico- 
media. 


ginuing, but that he was a mere 
man; and yet that he was enti. 
tled to Divine homage. On this 
last point he was so strenuous, 
that he held Francis Davids in 
utter abhorrence, and refused to 
acknowledge him as a brother, 
or even as a@ Christian, becaus 
Davids asserted, that Christ, not 
being true God, ougiit not to be 
worshipped. * 

‘The latter part of the last cen- 
tury, and the beginning of thc 
present, have as much outdone 
the age of Socinus, as his sur. 
passed that of Arius. Priestley, 
and Ledsham, aud the German 
Speculatisis, tave not only de. 
graded the character of Christ, 
to that of a mere peccable man, 
but have attacked the inspiration 
of the Scriptures, and taken a 
position but a single step fron 
Idume and Voltaire.  ** Facilis 
descensus Averni.”’ 

Arians and Socinians charg: 
orthodoxy, with making [nidels 
of those, who are not established 
in the faith; while history shows, 
that Unitarian+ opinions lead 
the persons themselves who en- 
tertain them, directly to Infidel. 
ty. When one fundamentai doc- 
trine of the Gospel is rejected, 
nothing is easicr than to slide ine 
to a disbelief of ali the others 
intimately connected with it. 
_ * Hoornbekii Socinian. Confat. P 
ial. 

7 The word Unitarian is here used : 
descriptive of those doctrines which dens 
the Divinity of Christ, and the Hols 
Spirit; though it is net to be forgotten, 
that Trinitarians have always considere 
the term as gratuitously usurped by Cie! 
oppoRrents. 
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It is truly alarming to sce to 
what exiremity modern Latitu- 
dinarians have advanced. We 
will not, however, accuse with- 
out proof. The following pas- 
sage is quoted from Dr. Priest- 
ley’s Letters to the Philosophers 
and Potiticians of France. (p. 
33.) ** That the books of Scrip- 
ure were writtea by particular 


tu 
Divine inspiration, is a thing to 


which the writers . themselves 
mik= no nretensions. It is a 
‘ “ e , tid 
notion destitute of all proot, and 
that has done great injury to the 


cause of Christianity.” 

hir. Belsham has carried this 
suill further. He pre. 
ends to find authority in the 
Scripiares themselves, for re. 
jecling thea as divinely Inspir- 
ed.* 

if the system of modern Uni- 
tarians in Germany, be no more 
corrupt than that of Priestley, 
ther language is more reproach. 
fui to Revelation. Steinbart 
says, that ** Moses, according to 
the childish conceptions of the 
Jers in his days, paints God as 
agitafcad by violent affections, 
partial to one people, and hat- 
ing all other nations.”+ Eich. 
hora accounts for prophecy, by 
ascribing it to penetration and 
ingenious conjecture, rather than 
Semler, on 
says, that ** Peter 
according to the 
conceptions of the Jews, and 
that the prophets may have de. 
livered the ofispring of their own 
brain, as Divine revelations.” 
Damm, who died rector at Ber- 
jiu, in 1779, says, that ** the 
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writings of Moses were inspired, 
in so far as they instruct us con- 
cerning God, and lead us to 
God. He could know the age 
of the werld no better than we 
do. The history of the fall is a 
fable; and, though there is much 
truth in Moses’s history, the 
dress is poetic. In Joshua, the 
circumstances of the conquest of 
Canaan are fictitious. The books 
of Samuel contain a multitude of 
falsehoods. ‘There are no proph- 
ecies in Psalms. Daniel is full 
of stories, contrived or exagge- 
rated by superstition. With the 
other prophets Christians have 
no concern.”? Bakrdt, on Rom. 
ix. 4, ‘* warns against fancying 
the trifles great and excellent, 
which Paul, to win the Jews, 
there talks of in so high and 
pompous a manner.’’ 

Innumerable proofs, of a sim- 
ilar kind, might be easily col- 
lected from modern Unitarians. 
The language of English writers 
of this class, is indeed rather 
softer and more decent; but 
blasphemies, the same in sub- 
stance as those which these Ger- 
man Latitudinarians are continu. 
ally uttering, may be found in 
Priestley, in Belsham, in Geddes, 
in Wakefield, andin the improv- 
ed version of the New Testa- 
ment, reprinted in Boston, 

It is a heavy charge against 
Unitarianism of every grade, 
that its disciples are gradually 
Jed to reject the capital doctrines 
of the Gospel, and to reject the 
Bible as an inspired book. It is 
in vain to deny this charge. The 
modera champions for these er- 
rors, who have been regarded as 
their principal defenders in Eng- 
Jand, aud onthe Furopean Con- 
tinent, have just’ been appealed 
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to, and the result is such as we 
have now expressed. 

Every man, who is acquainted 
with the great subjects, which 
have been agitated between De- 
ists and Christians, will easily 
discern, that the majority of these 
points are agitated between those 
who deny the Divinity of Christ, 
and those who maintainit. So- 
cinians have their leading prin- 
ciples in common with Deists. 
One is, the sufficiency of human 
reason. <A second, the unim- 
portance of principle itself, in 
order to enjoy the Divine favor. 
in common with Deists, they at- 
tack the Divine inspiration of the 
Scriptures; they reject the mys. 
teries of the Gospel; they dis. 
cover a bold, profane, and dar. 
ing spirit in speaking of the in. 
spired writers.* Like the De. 
ists they are often boasting of 
their success in destroying su. 
perstition; and their converts are 
most numerous among the same 
classes of men, as those from 
which Infidelity derives its re- 
inforcements. 

That Socinianism tends to In- 
fidelity, cannot be considered as 
a hazardous assertion, when we 
reflect that it gives up the inspi- 
ration of the Scriptures; at any 
rate, it allows a part cf the Gos. 
pels to be spurious, and sets 
lightly by most or all of the Epis- 
tiles. It introduces degrading no. 
tions of the Person of Christ; 
and thus lessens or annihilates the 
sin of rejecting him. Its great 
zeal is directed against ortho. 
doxy, and revivals of religion, 
while Infidels either receive some 


* Dr. Priestiey himself, though general- 
ty surpassed in audacity by his German 
brethren, callsthe Mosaie Narrative of 
che fall of man, ** a Jame account.” 
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compliment for their liberality, 
or, at most, are noticed with ve- 
ry gentle censure. 

A comparison of what Soci- 
nas, and Crellius, and Schlich- 
tingius wrote, and of the Raco- 
vian Catechism, with the works 
of German, English, and Ameri- 
can Unitariaus of late years, will 
satisfactorily demonstrate the 
progress of this heresy towards 
Deism. Dr. Priestley has given 
us an account of his own pro. 
gress. ‘* I was once,”’ says he, 
‘a Calvinist, and that of the 
straitest sect. Afterwards I be. 
came a high Arian, next a low 
Arian, and then a Socinian; and 
in a little time a Socinian of the 
lowest kind, in which Christ is 
considered as a mere man, the 
son of Joseph and Mary, and 
naturally as fallible and pecca- 
ble, as Moses or any other 
prophet.’ Multitudes,we doubt 
not, have followed, and are fol. 
lowing, this distinguished here- 
Siarch, in some stages of this aw- 
ful declension. Many set out 
with the design to investigate 
and decide for themselves, but 
with the determination to believe 
nothing, which their reason can- 
not explain. They begin, like 
Arius, in denying the eternity 
aud self-existence of the Son of 
God; andend, like Priestley, in 
rejecting Divine iuspiration, and 
maintaining the doctrine of uni- 
versal salvation. 

The connexion between a de- 
nial of Christ’s essential Divini- 
ty, and a general looseness of 
sentiment, is so intimate, that we 
are in the habit of taking it for 
granted, that where we tind the 
former we shall also discover the 
latter. The habit of drawing 
such a conclusion, was cestab- 
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lished with us, by a process sim- 
ilar, in some respects, to that 
which makes us habitually believe 
at night, that the sun will rise 
in the morning. It has always 
done so, through past genera. 
tions, and we think it wiil pro- 
ceed in its established course. 
Unitarians have been latitudi- 
narian3 in all past ages; we have 
proof upon procf, that they are 
sonow; and wecxpect with con- 
fidence they will continue to be 
sc. No testimony, to which we 
have access, will permit us to 
doubt, that a general relaxation 
of religious and morai bonds, 1s 
inseparably connected with their 
scheme. 

With such views of the ten. 
dency of Socinian tenets, we are 
deeply concerned to sec the ef- 
forts, public and private, which 
have been made, and are still 
making, by a few, in the heart 
of New England, to establish 
and extend them. That there is 
such a design, no man doubts, 
who opens his eyes on the ac- 
tual state of things. ‘The An. 
thology, the Christian Monitor, 
the Improved version of the 
New Testament, the additional 
ifymns, and mangled Psalms,* 
with many other publications of 
thé like nature, sent into various 
parts of New England, and the 
circulation of them urged at a 
great expense, are so many indi- 
cations that the same trial is to 
be made on the churches of this 
country, as the German and 
i-nglish churches have been call. 
cd to meet. It has not been, in 
very modern days, the fashion 
to disseminate Unitarianism, by 


* The iniquity of this business may 
very possibly call for further animadrer- 
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commencing with open attacks 
on the doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion. Someof the Unitarians, 
on the eastern Continent, learnt 
at too great a hazard and loss, 
that more cunning and more cau. 
tion were necessary. ‘Their mod- 
ern brethren have profited by 
their example. The dagger is 
concealed, until the object of 
assault appears unarmed and un- 
suspecting, or it is drawn only 
as pressing danger imperiously 
demands it. 

In general, we discern no 
new arts or uew arguments, in 
the conduct or the reasonings of 
American Unitarians. So far as 
they have made any public at- 
tempts, these attempts have been 
principally to demolish the fab- 
ric of the iteformatien, without 
rearing any other in its stead. 
This was the subject of com. 
plaint by the orthodox, on the 
Continent of Europe, from the 
days of Socinus to the age of 
Steinbart, that Sucinians seldom 
attempted to build, but always 
to pulldown. ‘The arts used in 
the nineteenth century, resemble 
those of the sixteenth. A vio- 
lent outcry was then made against 
creeds and confessions of faith; 
charges of enthusiasm and un- 
warrantable severity were rung 
through ail their changes; and 
great efforts were madeto reduce 
the number of fundamental ar- 
ticles of faith. The present pe- 
riod, however, has witnessed a 
greater progress in this last at- 
tempt, than was made at that 
distant day. Smatcius, who 


compiled the famous Racovian 
Catechism, and who had all the 
advantage which could be derir- 
ed frora both Lelius and Faustus 
Socinus, never dared» to reduce 
the fundamental articles to less 
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than six.* Our improvement in 
America has been so rapid, that 
they have been reduced to one. 

The Unitarians of New Eng. 
land, appear to pursne, in many 
respects the path marked out by 
the celebrated Dr. Taylor of 
Norwich, towards the beginning 
of the Jast century. His main 
efforts were directed to bring the 
doctrines of the reformation into 
discredit, while he seldom taught 
any doctrines of his own, cxcept 
those of mere morality. ‘This 
may not be strictly truc of some 
of his controversial books, where 
his adversaries forced hita upon 
the field. But of his ministerial 
instructions this was character- 
istic. Dr. Taylor complained, 
towards the cluse of his life, that 
he could not prevent his people 
from embracing Infidelity. He 
was astonished and perpiexed, at 
the circumstance, and scemed to 
be at a loss to conjecture the 
cause. To us, it does not ap- 
pear at all mysterious. We ap- 
prehend that all Jatitudinarian 
sentiments, and especially those 
of Unitarians, have a natural, 
not to say a necessary tendency 
towards Infidelity. 

One prominent characteristic 
has marked the professions of 
Unitarians, in the East, and in 
this country. If we may credit 
them, they are overflowing with 
the ** milk of human kindness.”’ 
Their meekness and-charity, and 
liberality towards those who dif- 
fer from them, is unexampled 
among any other Christian sect. 
‘They are not disposed to be jeal- 
ous of their brethren, and sus- 
pect depravity in every heart, 
when only a few peccadillos are 
all which can be found. They 


Moornbehii Socin. Confat. p. 85. 


can believe, not only that the 
great body of those who live in 
Christian lands are saints, but 
without doing any violence ty 
their feclings can, with brother. 
ly concord, grasp a worshipper 
from the mosgve with one hand, 
and with the other a devotee who 
pays his homage in a pagoda. 
Nay, it is not enough that this 
liberality is privately entertain. 
ed, but the very hymns,in w hich 
the living God is to be worship. 
ped in his temple, must be made 
to teach it. 


“By s , by savage, and by sage 
} b | 
Jehor seve, oir 
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up, as the pratses of a Christian 
church to that Ged who has de- 
clared, that the Geniiles wor- 
shipped devils,* and who holds 
in utter abhorrence all the dels 
of the heathen world. 

After this enormous stretch of 
liberality towards idolaters, and 
the loose part of Christian com. 
munities, we do not, however, 
perceive any more meekness, or 
forbearance, or liberality, to- 
wards those who believe in 
Stricter sentiments, than we can 
easily find elsewhere. 

‘There seems to exist, indeed, 

cisposition to be liberal, as far 
as matters can be compromised. 
They are willing to allow others 
to be Christians, who, in their 
turn, will believe them to be 
saints. We see no reason, why 
Mr. Hume would have been a 
loser by such a bargain. 

The real fact, after all these 
professions, is developed by the 
wiitings and conversation of 
modern Unitarians. From these 
it is apparent that they are wil- 


* 1 Cor. x. 20. 
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ling to be liberal to all but the 
orthodox. Every body may have 
charity who deserves it; but how 
can bigots expect it? 

We expect, and we have made 
up our minds to meet, the evil of 
being counted bigots. It would 
not be strange, if we should be 
anaithematized, for publishing 
what thonsands in our country 
are speakiag and thinking every 
day, on this subject. We must 
say, (hat where most professtons 
of liberality are made, we have 
been tempted to think the least 
of this virtue is found. 

The year past has produced 
more Unitarian publications, in 
the United States, than the whole 
antecedent period, from the first 
settlement of this country. With 
few exceptions, they have all 
proceeded from the heart of 
New England. ‘The appeal is 
made to the public, whether this 
does not demonstrate the exist. 
ence of such a design as we have 
announced. 

We believe, our evangclical 
ministers and churches must cal. 
culate on controverting the same 
errors, which have been contested 
in Europe. It has been the fate 
of the churches in all Protestant 
countries, since the revival of 
Unitarianism by Socinus, to 
pass through a long and tedious 
dispute, respecting the Divinity 
of Christ, and other grand truths 
connected with it. Intheseven. 
teenth century, Hoornbek and 
Essenius prostrated, for a while, 
this heresy, on the Eastern Con. 
tinent. In the eighteenth centu- 
ry, Horsley and Jamieson al. 
most, if not entirely, silenced it 
in England. In our country, 


the alarm has not yet been suffic. 
iently felt, to bring forward the 
strength of our evangelical min. 
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isters to this contest. Weknow 
they are averse to entering the 
lists; not through a conscious. 
ness of their cause being weak, 
nor through fear of their oppo- 
nents; but because it is painful 
to be engaged iu disputation. We 
reverence the piety which dic. 
tates such a feeling; but we ask 
with deference, whether they 
ought to pursue this course, in 
such a state of things as now 
exists, 

The train of thought, which 
produced these reflections, sug- 
gested itself to our minds, on 
reading the Sermon which we 
have now sat down to review. 
This Sermon has a claim, which 
we canvot lawfully dispute, to 
be ranked among those produc. 
tions of the present day, which 
are designed to disseminate lati. 
tudinarian principles, and bring 
into contempt the doctrines of 
the Reformation. 

The author merits some com. 
mendation for his frankness and 
explicitness. In this respect 
he has outdone almost all his 
predecessors; at least in his vi- 
cinity. Though manythings are 
left unsaid, which he meant his 
audience should understand, and 
some unaflirmed, possibly from 
other motives, there is as much 
said explicitly, as could well be 
proved, in the compass of one 
discourse, 

The text is in these words, 
2 Cor. xi. 3, But I fear, lest by 
any means, as the serpent be- 
guiled Eve through his subtilty, 
so your mind should be cerrupt- 
ed from the simplicity that is in 
Christ. 

The Sermon is entitled by the 
author, ‘* The Simplicity that is 
in Christ, and the Danger of its 
being Corrupted.’’ 

1} 
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Simplicity, as he uses the term, 
** is the opposite of whatever is 
complex, Intricate, unintelligi- 
ble, or mysterious.” 

This Simplicity ** appears in 
the SINGLENESS, OR UNITY, OF 
THE oBJECT of our religious 
worship; in that ‘* EVANGELI- 
CAL FAtTH, which is required of 
men, in order to their being ac- 
knowledged as the disciples of 
Christ, and every way treated as 
his friends,’’ which faith ** con- 
sists of ene glorious article, and 
is contained in one bright line, 
Jesus er NAZARETH {3 THE 
Curist; in the MORAL PRECEPTS 
of Christianity; in its PosiTIVE 
INSTITUTIONS; and, lastly, in 
the motives by which the duties 
of repentance ane a holy e- 
are recommended and enforced.” 
€p. 7—10.) 

The author is ‘* sensible, that 
that part of his view of the sim- 
plicity of the Gospel, which re- 
lates to evangelical faith, will 
be thought liable to objection;” 
and proceeds toestablish it, by the 
authority of Locke. Some ob- 
jections against his definition of 
faith, are afterwards briefly dis- 
eussed. This brings him finally 
to the following declarations; 


(p. 19, 20.) 


* To be more explicit still, for I wish 
to be understood, what are we to think 
of the doetrines of original sin and total 
depravity; of imputation of sim and right- 
eousness; Of a tr! infty in unity; of the 
mere humanity, superangelical nature, 
or absolute deity, of Christ; of particular 
and general redemption; of unconditional 
decrees of person: l eler tion and reproba- 
tion; of moral ina bility and the total pas- 
siveness of man in regener ation; of the 
special and irresistible operation of the 
holw spirit; of perseverance, or the im- 
possibility of the believer's total aposta- 
ev; and, to mention no more, the abso- 
lute eternity of the torments to which 
ee wicked rill be sentenced at the last 

aN 


“* My individual belief in respect to the 
truth or error of these points can be of 
but little importance, and my snbjeet no 
way requires, that it should be given. It 
rather becomes me to follow the exam. 
ple, which has been sometimes set ay 
learned judges on the bench, when di 
cult questions suggested theinselv es, but 
whose decision the main subjeet hefore 
them did not require; and prudently Say, 
Neque teneo, neque refelio. But it is 
pertinent to the objeet of this discourse, 
and eOnsonant to my serfus and delib- 
erate conviction, to observe, that I can. 
not place my finger on any One article in 
the list of doctrines just mentioned, the 
belief, or the rejection, of which, I con. 
sider as essential to the Christian faith or 
eharacter. I believe that an innumera- 
ble company of Christians, who never 
heard of these articles, or who were di- 
vided i in their opinions respecting them, 
have fallen asleep in Jesas; and that in- 
numerable of the same deseription are 
following after.” 


In page 20, he asks, whether, 
if we should ** set aside those 
dispnted doctrines which have 
divided Christians into so many 
sects and denominations, the re- 
mainder would not be far more 
valuable than all we should take 
away? Would it not be enough 
and more than enough, if truly 
believed and regarded, to make 
us wise unto salvation?” 

In page .21, he labors to 
prove, that those who believe 
that Christ is God, those who 
regard him as a superangelic be- 
ing, and those who view him 4: 
amere man, have a faith com- 
mon to all Christians, and may 
be saved. 

In page 23, we have an argu- 
ment to show, that the success 
which has attended the preaching 
of evangelical doctrines, is owing 
to the truths which these doc- 
trines contain, in common with 
other systems. We are told, 


there are ‘** many truths of real 
and essential importance, i 
which all Christians are agreed,” 
and these ** are sufficient to pr> 
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duce all the salutary effects we 
sce.”” 

In page 29, the author ex- 
horts to review religious creeds, 
and church covenants, and see 
that they contain no unessential 
articles. 

In page 30, he expresses his 
fears that ‘**the memorials of 
our absent Savior, are, in ma- 
ny of our churches, still guard- 
ed, like the tree of life, by a 
flaming sword.”’ 

In page 3!, he objects to in- 
troducing ** doubtful and intri- 
cate, or at least much disputed 
points of theology,’’ into ser. 
mons, ‘‘ purely practical.’”? Our 
Savior’s sermon on the mount, 
contains no reference, ‘‘ even by 
way of parenthesis, to any of the 
doctrines just described.”’ 

In page 33, for the due warn- 
ing and benefit of his hearers, are 
found the following sentences. 

** If there are any who are disposed to 
cast On us the reproacn of heresy; to 
withhold from us ministerial or Christian 
communion; and to cause divisions and 
separations among our churches, or their 
pastors,let us not retort their accusations, 
nor imitate their conduct. But while we 
love and esteem them as Christian breth- 
ren, prefessors of the common faith, and 
heirs of the common salvation, it does 
not become us tamely to surrender our 


own reputation and standing, as Chris- 
tians, or Christian ministers.” 


We have some objections to a 
part of the author’s definition of 
evangelical Simplicity. He says, 
‘* it is the opposite of whatever 
is mysterious.” 

Is it, or is it not, a simple 
truth, that there is a God? Is 
that God self-existent? Is he im- 
mutable? Is he omniscient? Is 
he omnipresent? 

Now we would ask, whether 
there is any mystery in the Uni- 
verse greater than that of a self. 
existent God, possessed of the 
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attributes just mentioned, and 
others which are not named? If 
the Gospel announces such a 
being with such attributes, and 
natural and revealed religion a- 
gree, in regarding these doctrines 
as thetrue foundation of all moral 
responsibility, and the Gospel is 
still a simple Gospel, we have 
yet to learn, how its simplicity 
is opposed to whatever is mys- 
terious. 

The same reasoning may be 
extended to other truths which 
are fundamental. But we have 
chosen those which cannot be 
excepted, by the salvo which the 
author has provided for his defi- 
nition, inthe7th page. Hethere 
says, he does not assert ‘* that 
every thing belonging to our re. 
ligion is plain and easy to be ap- 
prehended; but in whatever is 
essential, or of the first impor. 
tance to faith and practice, it is 
simple.”’ 

We believe, Sot withetandie: 
the ** one glorious article’ of 
evangelical faith, ‘* contained in 
one bright line,’’ that the truths 


just mentioned are ** essential, 


and of the first importance to 
faith and practice;”” and we ap- 
prehend it will require some abler 
hand, than that of a Crellius, a 
Smalcius, a Biddle, a Priestley, 
or even the preacher, to strip 
them of all their mystery, and 
confer upon them the attribute 
of Unitarian simplicity. 

Weare not surprised at the 
earnest desire of some, to get rid 
of all the mysteries of the Gos- 
pel. They have been the ob- 
jects of unceasing enmity and 
reproach ever since the revival 
of Unitarianism in modern times. 
Steinbart, and Damm, and Bel- 
sham, with others, have proba- 
bly arrived much nearer the ob- 
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ject of their wishes, than the 
preacher before the Convention. 
Unitarians, however, have not 
yet arrived at that system,which, 
in the opinion of its adherents, 
is the most simple of all; though, 
as we have already seen, they are 
hastening towards it with great 
rapidity. 

We are not satisfied with that 
definition of saving faith, ** con- 
tained in one bright line,’’ which 
the preacher says, is the ** pure, 
simple, evangelical faith, once 
delivered to the saints.”’ 

But before we produce our 
own objections to this definition 
of evangelical faith, we intend 
to inquire in what light it must 
be viewed, allowing the preacher 
himself to be judge. 

We have not been able to find 
any such passage in the Scrip. 
tures, as his symbol, ** Jesus or 
NAZARETH 1s THE Curist.” 
If it be replied, that this is as. 
serted in substance, the preacher 
has furnished an answer to this 
reply, (page29.) ‘* Noris ita 
sufficient justification of human 
creeds, that they are supposed, 
or that they are known, to be 
gathered out of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. The understanding and 
believing of all that others seein 
the word of God, is no where 
required by him asa term of sal- 
vation, or Christian commun. 
ion.”? And we have only to 
quote one sentence more, from 
the same page, to convict the 
preacher of a breach of his own 
rules, and of the very practice 
for which he so strenuously at- 
tempts to chastize others: ** To 
every symbol of faith, drawn up 
in the words which man’s wis. 
dom teacheth, in preference to 
those which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth, may we not justly ap- 


ply the reasoning of the prophet, 
‘¢ the hand of the workman hath 
made it, therefore it is not God?” 

For ourselves, as we believe 
in the expediency of creeds 
drawn up by human hands, ex. 
pressive of the doctrines of the 
Gospel, we see no reason for re. 
jecting the creed of the preacher, 
though we cannot find it, in so 
many words, in the Scriptures. 
But that the belief of this single 
proposition, comnstitues saving 
faith we cannot admit: certainly 
not, in the restricted sense to 
which he confines it. 

“There are those, perhaps, who will 
admit, that to believe that ** Jesus is the 
Christ,” is the sum of Gospel faith Bur 
then they are ready to think this propo- 
sition is socomprehensive,and so abound- 
ing in evangelical doctrines, as to contain, 
at least by Implication, all the important 
articles of their religious creed.” (p. 12.) 

The latter opinion, the author 
controverts, in the passagewhich 
immediately succeeds it. Again: 

‘* The idea which some seem to enter- 
tain, that this proposition contains in it, 
the whole system of Christian theology, 
in its various heads and divisions, as the 
acorn Is said to contain the roots, trunk, 
and branches of the oak, partakes too 
much of mystic or cabalistieal divinity to 
gain much ercdit, and is indeed too ex- 
travagant to require a serious considera 
tion.” (p. 14.) 

We cannot see, why * the 
devils, who came out of many, 
(Lukeiv. 41,) crying out, Thon 
art the Christ, the Son of God,” 
cid not possess the faith, which 
the preacher defends. Istherea 
miserable being in hell, at this 
moment, who does not believe 
that ** Jesus of Nazareth is the 
Christ?” 

Bat it may be replied, the 
preacher has also said, that 
‘* this, or any other faith, wil!- 
out repentance, charity, and 20 
obedient life, will not be of 40% 
saving effect.’’ 
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Undoubtedly it will not. But 
‘éfaith worketh by love and pu- 
rifieth the heart.”” We have yet 
to learn, how any man can pos. 
sess evangelical faith, and not 
bring forth the proper fruits. We 
view the two things as absolutely 
inseparable. The **faith once de- 
livered tu the saiats,’’ will inev. 
itably produce a course of con- 
duct similar to theirs, wherever 
the reception of it is genuine. 
‘‘He that saith I know him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, 
is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him.” 

If faith be the mere intellect. 
ual perception, of the agreement 
of a certain proposition with the 
truth, and an assent to this truth 


of a similar nature, then repro. 


bates may have it, as well as 
Christians. If it involve a dis. 
position of soul, which will un. 
failing!'y lead to good works, 
then the assent to the truth, that 
Jesus is the Messiah, is not of 
itself, to be considered as saving 
faith, as Mr. Locke would have 
it. 

We are not able to perceive, 
with all the aid of Mr. Locke, 
in addition to the preacher’s own 
efiorts, that this doctrine, ‘* that 
Jesus is the Messiah,” ‘‘is the 
sole doctrine pressed and required 
to be believed in the whole tenor 
of our Savior’s and his apostles’ 
preaching;’’ nor ‘‘that there was 
no other doctrine’ necessary to 
be received, in order that ** men 
might be pronounced believers.’ 
This is a proposition too rash 
and unfounded, to need any ef. 
forts of ours to counteract it. 
Every man who opens the New 
Testament, will find it refated. 
We mean, when we say this, to 
consider the subject as simplified 
»y Mr. Locke, and the preacher 


after him; for if the doctrine, 
that Jesus is the Christ, be 


properly understood, and heart- 


ily believed, we have always 
considered it as the true faith of 
the Scriptures. 

Nor have we been any more 
successful, in our efforts to un- 
derstand how the _ preacher’s 
‘* simplicity of the gospel’ is 
displayed in his symbol of sav. 
ing faith. If it be necessary to 
inguire into the meaning of a 
proposition presented for our 
belief, we apprehend that the 
simplicity which is opposed to 
mystery will not be found here. 

If such an inquiry be not ne- 
cessary, than a belief in Abra- 
cadabra, or any other unmeaning 
charm, is as good as an assent to 
the symbo] which the preacher 
presents. But an inquiry, who 
““Jesus of Nazareth’? was, and 
what is the meaning of *‘Christ,” 
necessarily brings to view all the 
prominent features of the gospel. 
‘* The wisdom of God in a mys. 
tery,’? which the apostle spoke, 
when he proclaimed a Savior to 
the Gentile world, must needs be 
inquired for; and the ‘* great 
mystery of godliness, God made 
manifestin the flesh,”’ is the first 
thing which presents itself, on 
investigating the question, Who 
was Jesus of Nazareth? The 
preacher has endeavored to evade 
the force of such reasoning, by 
representing it as unimportant, 
at least unessential, to possess a 
particular knowledge of the 
character of Christ, or ‘* his 
doctrines and administration.” 
(pp. 13 and 14.) He compares 
it with the case of a person, 
**placed at the head of our na- 
tional government, deputed and 
authorized to exercise the fanc- 
tions, and enjoy the honors of 
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the first office in the union,”’ and 
asks, if ** we could not under- 
stand and believe a declaration 
of this fact, to purpose, unless 
we were acqnainted, with the 
personal character of this high 
officer, with the exact extent of 
his powers, &c.?’? We would ask, 
also, whether a person could re- 
spect this officer, and treat him 
as such, without any knowledge 
of the fact, whether he was the 
first officer in the United States 
or not? This is the question that 
lies between us and Unitarians, 
The question is not, how much 
of the character and designs of 
Christ are still hidden from our 
view. Doubtless the Scriptures 
themselves have not revealed all 
that will be known of his char- 
acter, by the redeemed here- 
after. But the question is, 
Is he God over all, or a mere 
dependent being? This question 
is fundamental, as it respects our 
conduct towards him. The case 
put by the preacher, does not at 
all reach the point. 

But allowing the correctness 
of the argument, we perceive 
not the simplicity of his symbol. 
‘*The necessary implication of 
saving faith,’’ he says, ‘fis, that 
we cordially receive Christ as a 
teacher from God, and sincerely 
desire to be taught, governed, 
and saved by him.” 


How this passage comports 
with the scope of the very par. 
agraph of which it forms a part, 
in which the author is laboring 
to prove, that believing ‘‘that 
Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ,” 
does not involve other things, 
is a question which we are not 
able to answer; nor are we fur. 
nished with such light, as ena. 
bles us to see, what agreement it 
has, with that ‘* one article, in 
one bright line,’? which alone 
constitutes evangelical faith. But 
admitting this second symbol, 
which we are not able to find 
in the same words in the 
Scriptures; is there no myste- 
ry in this? The apostle repre- 
sents salvation by Christ as a 
great mystery, and if it is neces- 
Sary to saving faith to ‘* desire 
to be taught, governed, and sav. 
ed by Christ, it is necessary to 
believe that Christ can and will 
‘teach, govern, and save us,’’ 
Now, whether Christ be God, 
or a mere creature, the fact of 
salvation by him is one of the 
most unfathomable mysteries, 
which the book of God presents. 
The simplicity of the Gospel 
then, if the preacher is to be 
judged by his own rules, is not 
to be found in his ‘*bright line,”’ 
which contains the ‘*‘ faith once 
delivered to the saints.”’ 

(To be continued.) 
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AGREEABLY to appointment the General Association of Massachusetts 
Proper met at Bradford, Wednesday, June 27, 1810, 9 o’clock, A.M. Pres- 
ont the following Delegates: 
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Rev. Messrs. 
Levi White and 
Nathaniel Turner, 


General Association of Massachusetts Proper. 


&7 


From 


Berkshire Association. 


Benjamin R. Woodbridge, Mountain, 
John Emerson, Northern Hampshire. 


Rufus Wells and 
Vinson Gould, 


Central Hampshire. 


John Keep, Southern Hampshire. 


Thomas Snell, Brookfield. 
Titus T. Barton and 
Joseph Gofle, 


Worcester South. 


Humphrey C. Perley and 2 1... 3). 


Samuel Mead, 
Ebenezer Dutch and 
Thomas Holt, 
Manasseh Cutler, L.L. 
Samuel Worcester, 


Essex Middle. 


». mae Salem and Vicinity. 


Salmon Cone and 2 Connecticut General. 
Evan Johns, 5 


Samuel Wood, New Hampshire General. 


Also Rev. Enoch Hale, Secretary of the Association, and Rev. Jonathaw 
Allen, Minister of the Parish in which the meeting was convened. 


The meeting was opened in the 
academy. 

The Rev. Dr. Cutler was chosen 
Moderator; the Rev. Samuel Wor- 
cester, Scribe; and the Rev. Thomas 
Snell, Assistant Scribe. 

The Throne of Grace was address- 
ed in prayer by the Moderator. 

The Rev. Samuel Spring, D.D, 
Delegate from the General Associa- 
tion of Massachusetts Proper to the 
General Association of Connecticut, 
the Rev. Professors of the Divinity 
College, the Rev. Dr. Pearson, late 
Professor, and the Rev. Messrs. 
Morrison and Dana of the Presbyte- 
rian Communion, were admitted to 
an honorary sitting. 

The Rev. Messrs. Holt, Goffe, and 
Cone, were appointed a Committee 
of Arrangements. 

Voted that the Rev. Mr. Johns 
of Berlin, Connecticut, be requested 
to preach before the Association, pro- 
vided the preacher previously ap- 
pointed, be not seasonably present. 

Voted that, after adjournment, the 
session of the Association should be 
public in the meeting house. 

11 o’clock, AM. Adjourned for 
public worship, to meet for business 
at the meeting house, at 2, P.M. 

Attended public worship, the ex- 
ercises of which were conducted by 


the Ay a Mr. Johns. Text, Heb. 
31]. . 


2 o’clock, P.M. 
adjournment. 

The Committee of arrangements 
made their report, which was ac- 
cepted, 

The report of the Rev. Dr. Spring, 
delegate to the General Association 
of Connecticut, was heard; also the 
report of the Rev. Mr. Allen, dele- 
gate to the General Association of 
New Hampshire. 

From the Berkshire, the Moun- 
tain, the Central Hampshire, the 
Southern Hampshire, the Brookfield, 
the Worcester South, the Haverhill, 
and the Essex Middle, Associations, 
attestations were given that those 
several associations had very unani- 
mously consented to the amendment 
ofthe Constitution of the General 
Association, submitted the last year 
to their consideration. 

The Rev. Messrs. Cone, Woods, 
and Snell, were appointed a Com- 
mittee to take minutes of the narra- 
tives on the state of the churches and 
of religion, to be given by the dele- 
gates. 

Voted unanimously to appoint two 
delegates from this Association, to 
attend the next meeting of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, to pro- 
pose and establish a union with 
that body, similar to that which has 
already been formed with the Gene- 


Met agreeably 
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ral Associations of Connecticut and 
New Hampshire. 

Voted to appoint delegates from 
this Association, to attend the next 
meeting of the General Convention of 
Congregational and Presbyterian 
Ministers of Vermont, to propose 
and establish a umon with that body, 
similar to that specified in the pre- 
eeding vote. 

5 o’clock, P.M. Adjourned for 
public worship. Sermon by the 
Rev. Nathaniel Turner, of New 
Marlborough, appointed preacher by 
the Berkshire Association. 2 Tim. 
ii. 10. 

Immediately after divine service 
resumed business. 

The Rev. Joseph Lyman, D_D. of 
Hatfield, and the Rev. Manassech 
Cutler, L.L.D. of Hamilton, were 
chosen delegates to the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States. The Rev. 
Enoch Hale, of Westhampton, was 
chosen second to Dr. Lyman; and 
the Rev. Samuel Worcester, of Sa- 
lem, second to Dr. Cutler. 

Adjourned to Thursday, 7 o’clock, 
A.M. 

Thursday morning, met agreeably 
to adjournment. 

The Rev. Jacob Catlin, of New 
Marlborough, and the Rev. Zepha- 
niah S. Moore, of Leicester, were 
chosen delegates tothe General As- 
sociation of Connecticut. The Rev. 
Jonathan L. Pomeroy, of Worthing. 
ton, was chosen second to Mr. Cat. 
lin; and the Rev. Ephraim Ward, of 
Brookfield, second to Mr. Moore. 

The Rev. Samuel Spring, D.D. of 
Newburyport, and the Rev. Joseph 
Goffe, of Sutton, were chosen dele- 
gates to the General Association of 
New Hampshire. 

The Rev, Theophilus Packard, of 
Shelburne, and the Rev. Samuel 
Austin, D.D. of Worcester, were 
chosen delegates to the General Con- 
vention of Congregational and Pres- 
byterian Ministers of Vermont. 

Narratives were heard of the state 
of the churches andof religion, from 
the delegates from the Berkshire, 
Mountain, and Northern Hampshire 
Associations, 

11 o’clock. Adjourned for public 
worship at Haverhill. The Rev. Mr. 
Morrison, of Londonderry, preached. 
Text, Isa. xly. 25. 


2P.M. Met according to adjourn. 
ment. 

Narratives were given of the state 
of the churches and of religion, with- 
in the limits of the Central Hamp- 
shire, the Southern Hampshire, the 
Brookfield,‘and the Worcester South, 
Associations. 

Four young gentlemen, members 
of the Divinity College, were intro. 
duced, and presented the following 
paper. 

‘* The Undersigned, members of 
the Divinity College, respectfully re- 
quest the attention of their Rev, Fa- 
thers, convened in the General As. 
sociation at Bradford,to the following 

statement and inquiries. 

‘© They beg leave to state, that their 
minds‘tiave been long impressed with 
the duty and importance of pefsonally 
attempting a mission to the heathen; 
that the impressions on their minds 
have induced aserious, and they trust, 
a prayerful consideration of the sub. 
ae in its various attitudes, particu- 
larly in relation to the probable suc- 
cess, and the difficulties, attending 
such an attem pt; and that, after exam. 
ining allthe information which they 

can obtain, they consider themselves 
as devoted to this work for life, when- 
ever God, in his proy idence, shall 
open the way. 

‘* They now offer the following in- 
quiries, on whichthey solicit the opin- 
ion and advice of this Association. 
Whether, with their present views 
and feelings, they ought to renounce 
the object of missions, as either 
Visionary or impracticable; if not, 
whether they ought to direct their 


attention to the eastern, or the west- 


ern world; whether they may expect 
patronage and support from a Mis- 
sionary Society inthis country, or 
must commit themselves to the dl- 
rection of a European Society; and 
what preparatory measures they 
ought to take previous to actual en- 
gagement? 

“The undersigned, feeling their 
youth and inexperience, look up to 
their fathers in the church, and re- 
spectiully solicit their advice, direc- 
tion, and prayers. 

ADONIRAM JUDSON, Jun. 
SAMUEL NOTT, Jun, 

SAMUEB"'J. MILLS, 

SAMUEL NEWELL,” 











1310. 


After hearing from the young gen- 
tlemen some more particular account 
of the state of their minds, and their 
views, relative to the subject offered 
to consideration, the business was 
committed to the Rev. Messrs. 
Spring, Worcester, and Hale. 

4 o’clock. Adjourned for. public 
worship. Sermon by the Rev. Mr. 
Wood, of Boscawen. Text, 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 13. 

Immediately after public service, 
attended to narratives on the state 
of the churches, and of religion, from 
the delegates from Haverhill, Essex 
Middie, and Salem and Vicinity, As- 
sociations; also from the General 
Associations of Connecticut and New 
Hampshire. Adjourned. 

Friday, 7 o’clock, A.M. Met. ac- 
cording to adjournment. 

A communication was made from 
Berkshire Association, giving infor- 
mation that the licences given by 
that Association to candidates for the 
ministry, are limited to the term of 
four years. 

The Committee, on the subject of 
Foreign Missions, made the follow- 
ing report, which was unanimously 
accepted. 

** The Committee, to whom was 
referred the request of the young 
gentlemen, members of the Divinity 
College, for advice relative to mis- 
sions to the heathen, beg leave to 
submit the following report. 

The object of missions to the hea- 
then, cannot but be regarded, by the 
friends of the Redeemer, as vastly 
interesting and important. It de- 
serves the most serious attention of 
all who wish well to the best inter- 
ests of mankind, and especially of 
those, who devote tkemselves to the 
service of God in the kingdom of his 
Son, under the impression of the 
special direction, ‘* Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature.” The state of their minds, 
modestly expressed by the theologi- 
cal Students, who have presented 
themselves before this body, and the 
testimonies received respecting them, 
are such as deeply to impress the 
conviction, that they ought not * to 
renounce the object of missions,” but 
sacredly to cherish ‘* their present 
views,” in relation to that object: and 
itis submitted whether the peculiar 
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and abiding impressions, by which 
they are influenced, ought not to be 
gratefully recognized, as a Divine 
intimation of something good and 
great in relation to the propagation 
of the Gospel, and calling for corres- 
pondent attention and exertions, 

Therefore, 

Voted, That there be instituted by 
this General Association, a Board of 
Commissioners for foreign Missions, 
for the purpose of devising ways and 
means, and adopting and prosecuting 
measures, for promoting the spread 
of the Gospel in heathen lands. 

Voted, That the said Board of 
Commissioners consist of nine mem- 
bers, all of them, in the first in- 
stance, chosen by this Association; 
and afterwards annually, five of them 
by this Body, and four of them by the 
General Association of Connecticut. 
Provided, however, that, if the Gen- 
eral Association of Connecticut do 
not choose to unite in this object, 
the annual election of all the Com- 
missioners shall be by this General 
Association, 

It is understood that the Board of 
Commissioners, here contemplated, 
will adept their own form of organi- 
zation, and their own rules and regu- 
lations. 

Voted, That, fervently commend- 
ing them to the grace of God, we ad- 
vise the young gentlemen, whose re- 
quest is before us, in the way of 
earnest prayer and diligent attention 
to suitable studies and means of in- 
formation, and putting themselves 
under the patronage and direction of 
the Board of Commissioners fer For- 
eign Missions, humbly to wait the 
openings and guidance of Providence 
in respect to their great and excellent 
design.” 

Pursuant to the report of the Com- 
mittee, the Association proceeded to 
institute a Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions, and the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were chosen; His 
Excellency John Treadwell, Esq. 
Rev. Dr. Timothy Dwight, Gen. Jed- 
ediah Huntington, and Rev. Calvin 
Chapin, of Connecticut; Rey. Dr. 
Joseph Lyman, Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Spring, Wiiltam Bartlett, Esq. Rev. 
Samuel Worcester, and Dea. Sam- 
uel H. Walley, of Massachusetts. 

Voted, That the gentleten of the 
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Commission, belonging to Newbury. 
port, Salem, and Boston, consult 
with the other members, for the pur- 
pose of appointing a time and place 
for the first meeting of the Board. 

The Committee for taking minutes 
of the narratives of the state of relig- 
ion, made their report. 

Voted, That the report of the 
Committee respecting the state of 
religion, be committed to the dispo- 
sal of a Committee for publication. 

The Rev. Messrs. Woods, Allen, 
and Worcester, were chosen a Com- 
mittee for publication. 

Voted, That the next meeting of 
this Association be held at the Rev. 
Mr. Worcester’s in Salem, on the 
last Wednesday of June next, 9 
o’clock, A M. 

Voied, That the Southern Hamp- 
shire Association be requested to ap- 
point the preacher for the next meet- 
ing. 

Voted, That the thanks of this 
Association be given to the Modera- 
tcr and Scribe. 

After joining m a psalm of praise, 
and in a prayer by the Secretary, the 
meeting was dissolved. 

M. CUTLER, Jfodcrator. 
Attest, Sam’s WorcESTER, Scribe. 





REPORT 


On the state of the Churches and 
of Keligion. 


Tue Committee appointed to take 
minutes from the narratives given of 
the state of religion, by the several 
delegatés to the General Association, 
beg leave to make the following Re- 
port. 

Having attended to the narratives 
of the state of religion within our 
limits, we have reason to praise God 
for his kind remembrance of his 
Church, in building her walls in 
these troublous times; and in making 
her to rejoice in the salvation of her 
King. The state of religion we con- 
template with mingled emotions of 
sorrow and joy. While in the west- 
ern portion of the state there are sev- 
eral towns without.a church, and 
without a regular ministry; and 
while in other places within our lim- 
its, Christian institutions are much 
neglected, religion declines, and an 


Jury, 


alarming stupor has seized the minds 
of persons of every description; we 
behold with pleasure many glorious 
displays of Divine mercy in different 
Sections of the Commonwealth. 

In most of our societies there ap. 
pear an increasing seriousness, and 
amore general and solemn attend. 
ance upon the institutions of the Gos. 
pel; and many churches have been 
richly blessed with a season of re. 
freshing from the presence of the 
Lord. God hath clothed his minfs- 
ters with righteousness, and rejoiced 
the hearts of his people. 

Passing over some promising ap- 
pearances in a few places in the coun- 
ty of Hampshire, we dwell with de- 
light on many towns in the county of 
Worcester, blessed peculiarly with 
the effusions of the Holy Spirit. No 
period, within sixty years past, has 
been so much distinguished for re- 
ligious revivals, m this part of 
Christ’s vineyard, or opened such a 
moving and animating scene before 
the friends of God. In the towns of 
Princeton, Holden, Paxton, Leices- 
ter, Sutton, Ward, and Oxford, ma- 
ny have seen the deadly leprosy of 
their hearts, and been excited to re- 
pair to the great Physician of souls 
for help. Sinners have been convert- 
ed from the error of their ways to the 
wisdom of the just. Not less, itis 
computed, than about six hundred, 
have been added to the churches in 
these several towns; many more have 
become hopefully the subjects of Di- 
vine grace; and the work of the Lord 
is still progressive, In many other 
towns also, men are trembling for 
their souls, and some promising in- 
stances of conversion have occurred. 

Travelling to our eastern limits in 
the county of Essex, we joyfully trace 
the footsteps of Emmanuel. In Salem, 
Beverly, Manchester, Marblehead, 
and Danvers, God has wonderfully dis- 
played the riches of his grace, while 
the Gospel has been preached amidst 
the effusions of his Holy Spirit. This 
work has been conducted with such 
solemnity, stillness, and order, and 
been followed with such happy ef- 
fects, as to constrain even the ene- 
mies of the cross to say, ** Surely 
thisis the finger of God.” Within 4 
few months there have been between 
four and five hundred’ added to these 
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churches; and many more are now 
inquiring the way to Zion with their 
faces thitherward. 

The whole number which has been 
added to the churches within the 
compass of the Association, the year 
past, from the best statements that 
we have been able to collect, i § out 
twelve hundred, a number ¢Xcred- 
ing very considerably the acc:ouats 
we have received in any former year. 
Thus there is still flowing a river, 
the streams whereof cannot fail to 
make glad the city of our God. 

We may further add, as an en- 
couragement to the people of God, 
that the face of Infidelity has in some 
measure lost its boldness, and the 
progress of error has received an ev- 
ident check. The friends of the Re- 
deemer have assumed a firmer coun- 
tenance; and there is an increasing 
engagedness among both ministers 
and people in the cause of truth and 
righteousness. It appears also, that 
the Lord has not left even his desti- 
tute churches; but is filling up their 
vacancies with evangelical preach- 
ers; and that the churches, in gene- 
ral, are blessed with a good degree 
of union and harmony. 

It is pleasing to observe that the 
Spirit of the Lord is not straitened. 
His gracious influences are not con- 
fined to our limits, but extended 
with glorious effects to many socie- 
ties in Connecticut, and other parts 
of our country; where by the invin- 
cible power of God the obdurate 
hearts of sinners have been melted 
into the love of the Gospel, 

We would also notice with pleas- 
ure: and gratitude the smiles of God 
upon the Theological Seminary in 
this vicinity, designed to prepare pi- 
ous young men to preach the Gospel 
of Christ. Of that infant Institution 
above sixty have been admitted as 
members, five of whom have com- 
menced preaching as regular licen- 
ciates, And we are constrained to 
consider the ardent desire of some 
of those pivus students to leave their 
country and kindred to preach a cru- 
cified Savior to perishing heathen, as 
an omen for good to Zion, both at 
home and abroad. 

God’s ear is not heavy that it can- 
not hear, The displays of Divine 
grace which have now been detailed, 


were generally preceded by the spe- 
cial and united prayers of Christ’s 
ministers and people, ‘The great 

ead of the church has never said to 
Jacob, or his seed, ‘* Seek ye me in 
vain.” 

That spirit of prayer, which God 
has given to many of our churches, 
we joyfully recognize as the harbine 
ger of Christ, in his powerand grace, 
to bring sinners to repentance. 

The prosperity of Zion is a most 
desirable and important object, for 
which ministers should labor, and 
Christians pray. Encouragement to 
prayer cannot be wanting» “Let the 
friends of Jesus ‘then pray for the 
peace and prosperity of Jerusalem. 
This is the cause of God, to whose 
interests we owe our time, our tal- 
ents, our whole selves. It is the 
cause of Christ, for which he bled 
and died. It is acause which must 
and will prevail. Zion is destined to 
live, to rise, and triumph. Let no 
man account any thing dear to him- 
self, that he may be found faithful to 
her interests, and enjoy the favor of 
her King, who reigns for ever. 


Bradford, Fune 28, 1810. 


Tue following letter from the Sec- 
retary of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, was last month re- 
ceived by the Secretary of the Con- 
necticut Bible Society. 


London, Feb. 10, 1810. 


RESPECTED Sir, 

Ir is with sensations of peculiar 
pleasure and satisfaction, that | re- 
ceived your interesting letter of the 
20th of August, 1809, together with 
the printed account of the Constitu- 
tion of the Connecticut Bible Socie- 
ty. I lost no time in laying it before 
the committee of the British “and 
Foreign Bible Society, to whom your 
communication was both important 
and highly gratifying, and who im- 
mediately and unanimously resolved 
to present your «infant institution 
with a donation of Hifi’ Fount ster- 
ling, as a small token of their un- 
feigned Christian regard for its 
members, and their most fervent 
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wishes for its success. You may 


draw this sum by a bill on Joseph 
Reyner, Esq. No. 50, Mark-lane, at 
30 days sight. 

A peculiar blessing from God 
seems to attend our humble efiorts 
for the circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Doors of usefulness are eve- 
ry where opening, not only among 
Protestants, but also among Koman 
Catholics. Many of the French 
prisoners, and of the oppressed 
Spaniards, read the French and 
Spanish Testaments with an eager- 
ness and attention that is truly sur- 
prismg. A translation of the Gospel 
inthe Esquimaux language is now 
printing here, under the inspection 
of an excellent Missionary, who la- 
bored for eighteen years among the 
Esquimaux Indians. The Swedish, 
Lapland, and Icelandish Scriptures, 
are also in a state of forwardness. 
In many parts of Italy the Italian 
Testament has been received with 
delight by many of the people and 


some of the priests. Blessed be the 
name of the Lord! I will only add 
that we shall always feel happy to 
hear from you, and sincerely join 
with you in blessing God for every 
success which he may be pleased to 
grant your society. I am,with great 
respect, your humble and obedient 
servant. 

CHARLES F. R. STEINKOPFF, 

Foreign Secretary. 


ORDINATION. 


Own the 10th of April last, the Rev, 
Danie. HasKEL was ordained pas. 
tor of a church in Burlington, Ver- 
mont. The sermon was preached by 
the Rev. John Hough, of Vergennes, 
the charge given by the Rev. Publius 
V. Booge, of Georgia, and the right 
hand of fellowship presented by the 
Rev. Truman Baldwin, of Charlotte. 





=== 





LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE, 





MELVILLE HORNE ON MISSIONS. 
We understand that a number of the 
Students of the Divinity College, at An- 
dover, design to devote their lives to 
Missionary services. With pleasure we 
learn, that they intend to republish an 
edition of “Letters on Missions, address- 
ed to the Protestant Ministers of the 
British Churches, by Melville Horne, late 
chaplain of Sierra Leone, in Africa.” 
The glowing and manly eloquence, the 
warm, disinterested benevolence, and 
the ardent zeal for the extension of the 
kingdom of Christ, and the salvation of 
souls, which are conspicuous in these 
Letters, will cause them to be perused 
by Christians of every denomination, 
with more than common interest. They 
were not written to promote sectarian 
views, or party purposes. The grand 
object at which the author aims, is ‘the 
diffusion of the Christian religion among 
those who have no hope, Gnd ure without 
God in the world.” We anticipate the 
approach of the day, when the subject, 
which is so eloquently and ably discussed 
by the chaplain of Sierra Leone, will 
attract a more general and earnest atten- 


tion, in our country. There is no coun- 
try on earth, on which more just and ur- 
gent claims can be made, for assistance 
in the promotion of Missions There is 
abundance of property among us, which 
might be appropriated to the great object 
of evangelizing the heathen, without im- 
poverishing us at all There is wealth 
enough to spread the Gospel in many 
places, where the name of Jesus was 
never heard. When Christians of the 
present day, shall possess the same feel- 
ings On this subject, that the primitive 
Christians did, we shall expect “ the day 
of glory is nigh.” 

The price of the little volume, which 
we have just announced, will be only 
25 cents, single; the usual deductions will 
be made to booksellers and others, who 
purehase by the quantity. We sincerely 
hope, that the religious public will seri- 
ously consider the great object which 
these Letters present, and inquire wheth- 
er there does not yet remain, some Im- 
portant duties to the church and king- 
dom of Christ, which have been wholly 
neglected, or too partially and impericet 
ly fulfilled. 
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” NEW DISCOVERY. 
Mr. James M. Exrorp,; of Charleston, 
(S.C.).originally from New England, has 
lately discovered-a new method of finding 
the latitude at any time of night, in the 
Northern Hemisphere, by an Altitude of 
the Pole Star. The process is simple 
by means of four tables. The discovery 
is deemed ingenious, and of much im- 
portance to Navigation. It has been 
roved by a number of Masters of Ves- 
sels, and found correct. 


——_— 


CALVIN’S INSTITUTES. 


Tue celebrated Instrrutes of 
Joun CALvryn, are now translating 
into English, by a clergyman of Connect- 
icut, and proposals will shortly be issued 
for the publication of them. 

To commend the original work were 
needless. Itis the most prominent sin- 
gle performance which the glorious era 
of the Reformation produced. It has 
united in its favor the suffrage of the 
learned and orthodox, to an unequalled 
extent, from its first appearance to the 
present day. It is celebrated for clear- 
ness of manner, soundness of doctrine, 
thorough confutation of error,and explicit 
statement and confirmation of the truth. 


- ae — 


LIST OF PUBLICATIONS. 


A Discourse on the Validity of Pres- 
byterian Ordination, delivered in the 
Chapel of the University in Cambridge, 
May 9th, 1810, at the Anniversary Lec- 
ture, founded by the Hon. Paul Dudley, 
Esq. By Abiel Holmes, D D. Minister 
of the first church in Cambridge. Cam- 
bridge, Hilliard. 

A Sermon, preached at the ordination 
of Rev. Samuel @lark, to the pastoral 
care of the first Congregational Society in 
Rurlington, (Vt.) April 19th, 1810. By 
Wr. Emerson, pastor ef the first charch 
in Boston. Burlington, Samuel Mills. 

_A Sermon, preached at Boston, before 
his Excelleney Christopher Gore, Gover- 
nor, his Honor David Cobb, Lieutenant 
Governor, the Council, and Legislature, 
upon the Annual Election, May 30th, 
1810. By Exvrjan Parisn, D. D. 
Pastor of the Church in Byefield. Print- 
ed by subscription. 

Perkins & Fairman’s Running Hand 
Stereographie copies. Thomas & Whip- 
ple, Newburyport, 1810. 

A Faneral Sermon, delivered at Lou- 
don, Jan. 24, 1810, at the interment of 
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Mr. Abner Ames D‘ Wolf, a member of 
Williams College, who died at Williams- 
town, Jan 20th, in the 22nd year of his 
age, and the third year of his collegiate 
life. By Timothy M. Cooley, A. M. 
Pastor of a Church in Granville, Mass. 
Hartiord. Gleason. 

The Manner and Object of the Gospel 
Ministry; a Sermon preached at. the Or- 
dination of the Rev. Justin Parsons, over 
the Congregational Church of Christ in 
Whiting, Vermont, Jan. 25th, 1810. By 
Holland Weeks, A. M. Pastor of the 
Congregational Church inPittsford,( Vt.) 
Middlebury. J. D. Huntington. 

A Better Country; an Association Ser- 
mon, delivered before the Charleston 
Baptist Association, .at. Orangeburg, 
(S. C.) Nev. 6.1809 By John M. Rob- 
erts, A M. Published by particular re- 
quest of the Association, Charleston, 
(S.C.) J. Hoff. 1810. 

A Historical Sketch of the Practice of 
the Apostles and Primitive Fathers of 
the Christian Church, with respect to 
Infant Baptism; being an abridgment of 
Dr. Wall’s History. Charleston, (S. C.) 
J. Hoff. 1809. 

Dr. Mason’s Speech relative to the re- 
signation of his pastoral Charge, in the 
city of New York. Williams & Whiting. 
New York. 

A Serinon occasioned by the death of 
the Hon. Judge Wiups, delivered by 
desire of the Gentlemen of the Bar of 
Charleston, in the first Presbyterian 
Church in that city, April1, 1810. By 
the Rev. Andrew Flinn, A. M. Pub- 
lished by particular request: Charies- 
ton, Ke C.) J. Hoff. 

A Sermon, delivered April 10, 1810, 
at the Ordination of the Rev. Daniel Has- 
kel, as pastor of a Church in Burlington. 
By the Rev. John Hough, pastor of the 
Church in Vergennes. Burlington, 
Vermont. Samuel Mills. 

A Discourse delivered atMendon, June 
14th, 1810, at the interment of the Hon. 
Samuel Dexter,Esq. who died June 10th, 
1810, in the 85th year of his age. By 
Samuel Kendal, D. D. minister at Wes- 
ton. Boston. John Eliot, Jun. 

Our Saviour’s Divinity in Primitive 
Purity; a Sermon on the Divine Sonship 
of Christ, as the fundamental article of 
the Christian Faith. By Thomas Wor- 
cester, A. M. Pastor of a Church in Sal- 
isbury. Concord, (N. H.) George 
Hough. 1810. 

A Dissertation on the Progress of Med- 
ical Science in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts; read at the annual meet- 
ing of the Massachusetts Medical Socie- 
ty, June 6th, 1810. By Jostan BArr- 
LETT. Boston. T.B. Wait & Co. 


An Oration, delivered at Newbury- 
port, on the fourth day of July, 1810. By 
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Samuel L. Knapp. Newburyport. W. 
Allen. 

The Gracious Presence of God, the 
highest felicity and security of any peo- 
ple; a Sermon preached before his Ex- 
ccllency the Governor, and the Honor- 
able Legislature of the State of Connecti- 
cut, convened at Hartford on the Anni- 
versary Election, May 10th, 1810. By 
Joun Exptort, A. M. Pastor of a 
Church in Guilford. Hartford. Hudson 
& Goodwin. 
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portance of the Ministerial Character, a; 
connected with a pure and. evangelicg| 
style of preaching; agreeable to the doc. 
trines and articles of the Episcopal . 
Church. By WiLLi1am Percy, DD, 
The third Minister of St Philip’s and 
St Michael’s Charleston, (S.€.) J, 
Hoff. 1808 -—Also a second part, by the 
same author, containing a brief delinea. 
tion of the true Christian’s character, as 
exhibited in those various relations in 
life in which Divine Providence. hath 


The Clergyman’s and People’s Re- placed him. Baltimore. Coale & 
membrancer, or an Essay upon the _ Im- Thomas. 1809. 
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POETRY. 





The following lines have been obligingly communicated, by the lady to 
whom they were presented.* 
DEAR MADAM, Sune 23, 1810. 
Delighted with the interesting account you gave me of the benevo. 
lence of Mrs. C——n, I sat down yesterday, and converted your narration 
into poor rhymes, The inclosed lines are presented you, for they are of 
right yours; and though you may not admire the poet, I hope you will find 
nothing to diminish your regard for the heroine of the story. 


“ Iam yours, with great esteem, - 8 
re. °° ®@ 


LINES 
Addressed to Mrs. C——n of South Carolina. 


Fair lady! ’tis a stranger strikes his lyre 
To sing of thee (though not with poet’s art;) 
For who, that shares a spark of poct’s fire, 
Can leave untouch’d atheme, that warms the heart? 


? Tis not the beauteous form, the graceful air, 
The love-inspiring eye, and sweetest face;— 

I sing what more than angel’s form is fair, 
Than Milton’s Eve has dignity and grace. 


For where’s the charm that so attracts cur love, 
And wakes within the heart so pure a joy, 

As Christian Goodness, kindled from above, 
And beaming mild in woman’s mildest eye? 


A youthf of brightest hopes and loftiest mind, 
(Disease, consumptive, seated in his breast, ) 

Driven by the northern blast from friends most kind, 
Sought in thy gentler clime a winter’s rest. 


How chang’d the scene to one, whose heart was sad! 
No mother’s eye was near to soften care, 

No well-known voice to make despondence glad, 
No long-tried sympathy his woes to share. 


* Since this little poem appeared in the Minor Panoplist of last month, tht 
author has favored us with some corrections, which are here adopted. 
t Mr. Bixw, a graduate of Harvard College. 
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Alone amidst a crowd, his pallid cheek 
Grew paler, still, and death approach’d apace; 
Daughter of kindness ! thou the youth didst seek 
With all a mother’s interest in thy face. 


Safe lodg’d beneath thy hospitable roof, 

Where Plenty and her sister Welcome smil’d, 
Far from the city’s thickened sky aloof, 

Thy constant care his days of grief beguil’d. 


But nought ayails thy care to bring repose 
To laboring lungs, and from decay to save; 
The damps of night will soon his eyelids close, 
For who can snatch the dying from the grave? 





‘ Then let him die in peace, without the gloom, 
Which truth officious o’er his face would spread; 
Let him with hope of life still walk his room, 
Till down he sinks to dwell among the dead.’ 


From thoughts unblest like these thou didst recoil, 
For aims divine thy heart of love o’erflow; 

Thou knew’st that none the tyrant, Death, can foil, 
Save those, who gird their armor for the foe. 


* And shall this youth, now hastening to his fate, 
Unwarn’d through cruel tenderness, expire? 
And shall no tongue the truths of heaven relate, 
His soul with hope triumphant to inspire? 


Such were thy words ; and soon the copious tear, 
That trickled down the manly cheek, though pale, 
Evinc’d that life to nature is most dear, 
And prov’d the hint of kindness did not fail. 


Wow, swift like lightning, towards another state 

His thoughts went forth its mysteries to explor¢;— 
The piercing woes that all the wicked wait, 

And the high joys of those, who God adore. 


Then on himself he look’d, he prob’d his heart, 
And found it festering with the wounds of sin; 

He cry’d in anguish, ‘ Lord, thy grace impart, 
And save me from this enemy within.’ 


At first he pray’d in vain, for still the path, 
That leads to heavenly bliss, escap’d his sight ; 
And still his soul dwelt fearfulon the wrath, 
Which smites the guilty, and will ever smite. 


» But soon the lips of knowledge truth distill’d, 
And taught how Jesus’ blood could peace restore; 
Cheer’d by the news, he cried, with wonder fili’d, 
* I’ve found a Savior, and what need I more?’* 


And now he triumph’d, for the sting of death, 
Unpardon’d sin, no longer pierc’d his breast; 

Within thy arms he drew his latest breath, 
Then wing’d his flight to everlasting rest. 


Fair lady! friend of youth that sleeps in clay, 
The thanks of many a heart receive from me, 
While, with a lifted eye to heaven, I pray, 
3 * As thou on him hadst mercy, so may God on THEE!’ 
: ALANSON. 


¥ . 
His very words in the last letter, which he wrete to his northern friends, 
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OBITUARY. 
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Iy selecting articles of intelligence un- 
der this head, we shall look for such ac- 
sounts as exhibit the power of religion, 
or show its necessity, in the solemn hour 
of death; such as teach, in peculiarly 
striking language, the instability of hu- 
man things; such as convey to the public 
any great loss, which society may have 
sustained by the removal of useful and 
distinguished men; and such as bring 
home to the heart our Savior’s affecting 
declaration; Fe ye, therefore, ready also: 
Sor the Son of man cometh at an hour 
when ye think not. 


—_——oo 


Diep lately at l’aris, in extreme pover- 
ty, Mr Paut BENFIELD, who former- 
ly returned to England from the East In- 
dies, with a fortune of nearly a million 
sterling 

On the 4th instant, in Boston, Mr. Jo- 
sEPH Hixon, aged 18, a member of 
Harvard University 

On the 12th instant, in Cambridge, 
drowned while bathing, Mr SamMve. 
Harris, aged 26, a member of the same 
literary institution. ‘This young man 


had attracted notice, as possessing un. 
common falents; and was receiving his 
education from private beneficence. His 
inclination directed him _ principally to 
the study of languages. He had already 
made proficiency in twelve languages, 
and was about entering upon the study of 
the Chinese. 

On the 17th instant, very suddenly, 
in a fit of the apoplexy, Rev. SamvuEL 
Wesser, D.D. President of Harvard 
Jniversity He had just returned from 
College prayers, about 7 0 clock in the 
evening, and was transacting a little Col- 
lege business with one of the Tutors, 
when he suddenly complained of a pain 
in his head, and walked towards a win- 
dow. The gentleman who was with him, 
observed that he was falling, and sprung 
to his assistance. He was immediately 
deprived of his senses, and continued to 
breathe but a few minutes; though all 
possible medical aid was rendered. A 
sketeh of his life and character will be 
given next month. 

On the 28th instant, at Boston, Mr. 
GeorGeE Harris, aged 20,a member 
of the same literary institution. 
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“ TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A viece of poetry entitled, O for some safe retreat, has been received. It 
may possibly appear hereafter, with corrections. 

An Essay on Creeds is under consideration. 

The Epitome of Lowman’s Hebrew Ritual, will be useful and entertain- 


ing. It shall have an early insertion. 


We are sorry thatthe whole of the Review of Dr. Porter’s Sermon, could 
not be printed in this number, If it had arrived a few days earlier, other 
matter would have been omitted, for the sake of giving the Review to our 


readers entire, 


We request our correspondents to affix some signatures, or marks of dis- 


tinction, to their communications. 


The annual accounts of the Massachusetts Missionary Society could not 
be procured forthe press, when wanted, as the Treasurer was absent from 
home on a journey. We regret this circumstance, as they have been ready 


for publication several weeks, 
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